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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


" ‘Twety-FourTH Coneress, Ist Session 


(3. No. 265) to incorporate the Columbia Li- 
a apitol Hill, in the city of Washington. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. MEACHAM. The bill is to incorporate 
«library company of young men of Capito! Hill. 
{t makes no Speer and isin the ordinary 

Therefore | move that the reading of the 


brary of ( ) 


form. : 
pill be dispensed with. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 
The bill was read in extenso. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Has the previous 


question been ordered upon this bill? 
‘The SPEAKER. 
man from Vermont has demanded it. 

Mr. JONES. I wish to offer an amendment 
before the gentleman insists upon the previous 
on stion; and with the amendment I should 
have no objection to the bill. 

; No objection being made, 

Mr. JONES offered the following amendment; 
which was read and agreed to: 

And be it further enacted, That the debts and liabilities 
of the said corporation shall not at any time exceed the 
amount of their capital, and that each stockholder shall be 
held liable in his or her individual capacity for all the debts 
and liabilities of the corporation, however incurred or con 
tracted, to be secured by suit, as other debts and liabilities, 
in any court, or before any tribunal having jurisdiction of 
tlie case. 

The previous question was then seconded; and 
the main question ordered to be put. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

’ Mr. JONES moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and also moved that 
the motion to reconsider be laid onthe table; which 
ter MOLLON Was agreee to. 
WASHINGTON BENZOLE 
PANY. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland, from the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, reported back, 
with a recommendation that it do pass, a bill (S. 
No. 383) to incorporate the Washington Benzole 
Gas-Light Company. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

The question being on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. HARRIS moved the previous question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
an amendment to this bill. 


GAS-LIGHT COM- 


} 
| 


It has not, but the gentle- 


I desire to offer | 
. ' 
I will state that the 


provisions of this amendment are similar to those | 


in the charter of the gas company already in 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1856. 


Mr. HARRIS. Yes. 

Mr. JONES. I do not recollect about that; 
but U have no objection to its being stricken off. 

ag HARRIS, I would prefer its being stricken 
off. 

Mr. MATTESON. Does the gentleman from 
Tennessee mean to say that the charter of the 
other gas company contains a clause that each 
stockholder is liable for all the debts of the com- 
pany, however small their stock may be? 

Mr. JONES. Yes. 

Mr. MATTESON. 
have no objection to make the stockholders liable 
to the amount of their stock; but if a stockholder 
having five hundred dollars or one thousand dol- 
lars’ worth of stock, shall be liable for the whole 
debt of the company, I think no one would take 
stock in such a company. 

Mr. JONES. I ask whether these corporators 
are not to be subject to the same laws as others? 
and I ask whether, in an ordinary partnership, 
a person who owns only one thousand dollars’ 


Well, I object to that. I | 


worth of stock in the concern is not liable, in his | 


individual capacity, for every dollar of the debt? 

Mr. MATTESON. The gentleman and my- 
self will not enter into an argument on that ques- 
tion, because it would take a long time, and we 
have both our own opinions upon it; but I say 
in this case—and that is sufficient for my pur- 
pose—that I object to any amendment making 
stockholders lable beyond the amount of stock 
they hold. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mary- 
land calls the previous question. 

Mr. JONES. I cannot, myself, vote for any 
acgyof incorporation which does not make every 
stockholder liable for the debts of the concern. 

Mr. MATTESON. I have no objection to the 


amendment, provided it limits the liability of || 


stockholders to the amount of their stock. 
Mr. JONES. 


| had no objection to its coming in. 


The SPEAKER. 
York had a right to make objection, the same as 
the gentleman from Mar aed 

Mr. JONES. Then I hope the gentleman from 
Maryland will withdraw the call for the previous 
question, until my amendments can be offered. 
‘They contain the same principlesas are embraced 
in the charter of the other gas company—prin- 
ciples which have been put into the library bill a 


| moment ago, and into the insurance company bill. 


operation in this city. It is to prevent them from 1] 
issuing change notes, or anything to go into cur- || 


rency; and itis to make the stockholders indi- 
vidually liable. These provisions are in the 
charter of the present gas company of this city, 
and it is but right that they should be in this. 

I'he amendments were reported, as follows: 

“ind be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shall 
be construed to authorize said corporation to make, issue, 
or put into circulation any bill, draft, check, promissory 
note, or change ticket, or anything else promising or agree- 
ing to pay money, intending to circulate as money, or the 
t ‘nding of which shall be to circulate as money or currency; 
aud the violator of any one of the provisions of this sec- 
tou shall be a forfeiture of the charter herein granted, and 
_ of fifty dollars against each one of the directors voting 
or the same, 


“lud be it further enacted, That the debts and liabil- 


ies of the said corporation shall not at any time exceed | 
tie amount of the capital, and that each stockholder shall | 


be held liable, in his or her individual capacity, for all the 
debts and liabilities of the corporation, however incurred 
Yr contracted, to be secured by suit, as other debts and lia- 
buities, in any court, or before any tribunal having jurisdic- 
tion of the case. 

“Ind be it further enacted, That, unless the said corpora- 
tion hereby incorporated shall, within six months from the 


passage of the act, get into actual operation as provided 
lor by this ¢ 


be null and utterly void. 
Mr. HARRIS. 
tleman from Tennessee whether I understood him 
correctly to say that these amendments are all in 
the charter of the Washington Gas Company? 
Mr. JONES. Yes, sir. 


Mr. HARRIS. Is the last amendment in that 
charter? 


Mr. JONES. About the time the company is | 


i} 


to go into operation? 


12] 





I would like to ask the gen- | 


harter, then and in such event this charter shall | 


|| before a court or tribunal having jurisdiction of the case.” | 


‘ 


1 believe all the corporations created since I have 
been here, have had that clause of individual 
hability. 


Mr. HARRIS. 


in all its essential features with the charter of the 
gas company of the city of Washington. On the 
statement of the gentleman from Tennessee, that 


the clauses in the amendment which he suggests | 


as to the individual liability of stockholders is 


| contained in the charter of the other gas com- 


| 


pany, I am willing to withdraw the previous || 
| question for the purpose of letting his amend- | 
| ment get in. 


I except, however, the last clause 
of his amendment. 

Mr. JONES. That is stricken out. 

The amendment being offered, 

The previous question was renewed. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered—being first on Mr. Jones’s 
amendment. 


Mr. JONES. By the permission of the gen- | 
tleman from Maryland, I will state that the act | 


to incorporate the Washington Gas-Light Com- 
pany, passed in 1848, contains this clause: 


“That each of the stockholders of the Washington Gas- 
Light Company is to be held liable in his or her individual 


| capacity for all the debts and liabilities of the said com- 


| 


pany, however contracted and incurred, to be recovered 


The amendment was agreed to; and the bill as 
amended was ordered to be engrossed; and being 
engrossed, was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 


The gentleman from Maryland | 


The gentleman from New | 


I would say to the House, | 
that the intention was to make this bill correspond | 


Mr. HARRIS moved to reconsider the vote 


| 


—— 


New Serres....No. 121. 


by which the bill was passed, and also moved to 








lay the motion to reconsider on the table; which 
latter motion wawagreed to. 


COLUMBIAN HARMONY SOCIETY. 


Mr. DODD, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported back a bill (S. No. 
338) for the relief of the Columbian Harmony 
Society, of the city of Washington. 

The question being on ordering the bill to be 
read a third time, 

Mr. DODD moved the previous Question. 

The bill authorizes an association of free per- 
sons of color,commonly known as the Colombian 
Harmony Society, to sell a certain square of 
ground deeded to them on the 26th of July, 1809, 
by the then Commissioner of Public Buildings, 
and known in the plat of Washington City as 
square 475, under certain provisoes. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the bill was passed. 

Mr. DODD moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and also moved to lay 
the motion toreconsider on the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 


MICHAEL NASH. 


Mr. DODD, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported back Senate bill for 
the relief of Michael Nash, of the District of Co- 
lumbia; which, on his motion, was laid on the 
table. 


LIBRARY FOR YOUNG MEN. 


Mr. DODD, from the same committee, reported 
Senate bill (No. 87) to establish a library for 
young men in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. DODD, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, moved an amendment giving 
Congress power to alter and repeal said charter. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved an amend- 
ment making the stockholders individually liable 
for the debts of the corporation, and to prohibit 
them from issuing paper currency. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and was accordingly read the third time, and 

assed. 

Mr. DODD moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 


BILL REFERRED. 


Mr. GOODE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to reimburse the ee of 
Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, the 
sum of money advanced for the construction of 
the Little Falls bridge; which was read twice, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed 


EASTERN BRANCH BRIDGES. 


Mr. GOODE, from the same committee, re- 
ported back a bill to extend the jurisdiction of 
the Corporation of the city of Washington over 
the lower Eastern Branch bridge, and for regu- 
lating travel over the upper, or Benning’s bridge; 
and moved the previous question upon the pas- 
sage of. the bill. 

Mr. BOWIE. 
the table. 


I move that the bill be laid on 
I see in it the germ of a great deal of 
oppression and hardship. 

The question was taken on Mr. Bow1e’s motion; 
and it was disagreed to. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. GOODE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SALE OF REAL ESTATE IN CERTAIN CASES. 
Mr. GOODE. Four months ago | repofted 
























BE. 


18% 


1922 


fcom the Committee for the District of Colombia | and to buy, sell, and hold real and personal oo | Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. | move that a 
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a bill (H. R. No. 215) to authorize the circuit || erty, not exceeding in amount the capital and rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
court of the District of Columbia to decree the || stock specified in the bill. : itself into the Committee of the Whole On the T 
salc of real estate in certain cases, which was || To this section Mr. COUMBACK offered the | state of the Union, for the purpose of taking ,,, M 
then referred to the Committee of the Whole on || following amendment: the executive, judicial, and legislative appropria. {jon 
the state of Union, and ordered to be printed. | Provided, Thatthe said corporation shall not have power | Won bill. M 
I now move that that committee be discharged || to make contracts to construct buildings on any real estate Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland. I rise toa point tem 
from its further consideration, and that it be taken || "°% held and own d by the said corporation. of order. | This day having been set aside for the qui 
up and put on its passage. It involves no appro- i] The previous or ig was seconded; and the consideration of the business of the District ‘e "7 
sriation, and it is important to the District that || main question ordered. _ ae _ | Columbia, the Pog g ne was made by the gop. post 
it should be passed. || Mr. CARLILE. I desire to know if it be in tleman from Ohio this morning, and acceded ty MY 
The question was taken on Mr. Goopr’s mo- || order now, before the vote be taken on that by the House, that the Committee for the Dis. mel 
tion; and it was agreed to. |, amendment, to move that the bill and amend- | trict of Columbia should be allowed to report and 1 
Mr. PHELPS. The bill provides that the || ment be laid on the table. dispose of the business before them that could p i 
facts shall be proven by disinterested and credible The SPEAKER. It is in order. be disposed of in the House, and then that thy city. 
witnesses. I do not wish the matter to be so Mr. CARLILE. I make that motion; and I | business in the Committee of the Whole relatine per 
restricted. The facts, in some cases, may depend || call for the yeas and nays on it. | to the District of Columbia should be disposed i 
on documentary proof. I move, therefore, to Mr. SIMMONS. I wish to know whether of on Friday. act 
strike out the iota ‘* by disinterested and cred - there is any money to be paid in by these stock- Mr. ‘AMPBELL. I made the Proposition pal 
ible witnesses,’’ and in lieu thereof to insert the || holders, or whether it 1s to be a stock credit sys- | but it was not acceded to by the House. ’ Ja 
+9 words, ‘* by competent proof.” tem? cer The SPEAKER. The point presented by the ' 
ie Mr. GOODE. I have no objection to the || Mr. CARLILE. It is to crush out all indi-| gentleman from Maryland is nota point of order ) 
Pike |S amendment. : vidual enterprise. That is it. Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to know, if we o, qu 
4 : The amendment was agreed to. | The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. into committee, whether these District bills y,,)) | 
' ; Mr GOODE. As the bill is printed there are || Mr. CUMBACK. I do not desire to occupy | be continued as a special order? on 
iim! : some verbal inaccuracies in it. Credible is printed || the time of the House in the discussion of this The SPEAKER. They will not. The busi. 
i creditable. I move that all such typographical || bill, but I may say that this is the simplest pos- | ness of the District of Columbia, as a Special mi 
ee ' errors be corrected. sible corporation that could be created. There | order, was limited to this day. 
his The question was taken; and the motion was || are a few persons in the city who have vacant Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to accomplish the 
¥ reed to. town lots, and are paying heavy taxes. There | same object sought by the Committee of Way, 
A Mr. GOODE. I call for the previous question | are other persons who have materials for build- | and Means—to dispose of the appropriation bjjjs p 
a. on ordering the bill to be engrossed and read a | ing. This bill merely incorporates these persons | in committee. If these bills for the District ay 
, third time. together. It will furnish labor for the mechanics | not the special order after to-day, I Shall object to 
¥ Mr. QUITMAN. It strikes me that this bill | of the city, and tend to make improvements in the || any more special orders being made. It iS getting 
- makes some radical provisions in reference to the |, city on the vacantlots. The bill—as any one can _ late in the day, and Ido not know whether th, 
F sale of real estate, and I should like to know || see from reading it—gives no power beyond the | chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means D 
something of it. I have confidence in the com- || usual simple corporate powers. They have no |; would be able to get through with the bill before rs 
; mittee from which it was reported, and I ask || powerto issue money. Each stockholder is held | the committee. .I think that, if any more time is V 
eo whether it has received the unanimous approval || liable individually for every cent of debt con- | to be spent upon this District business, we had f 
} of that committee? tracted. It can work no injustice to any man to || better go on with it now. 0 
; Mr. GOODE. I have the pleasure to say to poerperns these individuals for the purpose for Mr. HARRIS. I hope the gentleman from v 
the gentleman that, so far as | am informed, the | which they ask. I hope the bill will be passed | Ohio will allow us to go on with these bills, |; } 
committee gave its unanimous consent to this bill | without objection. | will not take very long to dispose of them. 
with the exception of one member of the com- || Mr. SIMMONS. Are they to have the power}, Mr. CAMPBELL. How long? 
mittee—a colleague of the gentleman from Mis- || to hold real estate? || Mr. HARRIS. Not more than an hour. ‘ 
sissippi. He objected. If necessary, [ couldstate | Mr. CUMBACK. Yes; they have the power|) Mr. CAMPBELL. Very well; { will with- ‘ 
very briefly the provisions of the bill, and the || to hold real estate. | draw the motion, and allow this business to go | 
objects of it, but I feel that I had better not, and | Mr. H. MARSHALL. Has this bill passed || on until three o’clock. If I can then get the floor, t 
I call the previous question. the point at which it can be amended ? I shall move to go into the Committee of the { 
The previous question was seconded; and the |, ‘The SPEAKER. It has. The House has |! Whole on the state of the Union. ‘ 
main question was ordered to be put. || ordered the main question to be put, and all | BILLS REFERRED ( 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and |, amendments are precluded. ° 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was || The question being on Mr. Car ite’s motion Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland, from the Com- 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. |! to lay on the table, mittee for the District of Columbia, reported a 
Mr. GOODE moved to reconsider the vote by | ‘The yeas and nays were ordered. joint resolution for the repairs of the hall of the 
which the bill was passed; and also moved that | The question was taken; and it was decided in | cireuit court of the District of Columbia; which 
the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. | the affirmative—yeas 79, nays 64; as follows: was read a first and second time, referred to the 
The latter motion was agreed to. | YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Bell, Bliss, Bowie, ee the state of the Union, ? 
, || Branch, Buffinton, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, || e : 
WASHINGTON AQUEDUCT. || Carlile, Caskie, Comins, Timothy Davis, Day, Déan, tien” Mr. H., from the same committee, reported 
Mr. GOODE, from the Committee for the Dis- || ver, Dunn, Durfee, Edinundson, Elliott, Emrie, Flagler, |) back Senate bill (No. 214) for the benefit of the 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill for the comple- || Seats dain ieee ak ee yooh _ public schools in the city of Washington; which 
tion of the Washington Aqueduct; which was || Haven, Hickman, Thomas R. Horton, Houston, ot: || was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
read a first and second time, referred to the Com- || ston, J. Glancy Jones, Knight, Kunkel, Lake, Leiter, |, the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | Humphrey Marshall, Maxwell, McCarty, Smith Miller, || si 
and ordered to be printed. Millward, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Peck, Pelton, Phelps, Pike, || WASHINGTON INSURANCE COMPANY. 
The House then took from the Speaker’s table || cetethe annem, nivers, Rouvine, Robeta, Rudin, Gan- || IN Santee wins red that 
- : ge, Sapp, Simmons, William Smith, William R. Smith, || Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi, moved the 
an ons (S. No. 267) to incorporate the Apothe- | Spinner, Stanton, Taylor, Thurston, Todd, Trippe, Tyson, |! the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
earies’ Association of the District of Columbia; | + or epg = rage ws - Union be discharged from the further consider- 
etna to the Committee for the | B. Weight, and John Vv. Wright—79. Seer ; ee | ation of Senate om Gen 160) Piekecas. 
> Beneon, Billineharst Doves tramtba’ Biden, peat. we dad sae Seat tlie ed ae 2s ee 
WASHINGTON MUTUAL BUILDING ASSOCIA- || Campbell, Chaifer, Bara Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson ot en eee 





TION. ‘| R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Cumback, Damrell, Dick, Dodd, |} The bill was read. It provides for the incor- 


i | Foster, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Gree | poration of the Washington Insurance Company, 
Mr. CUMBACK, from the Committee for the ate. Te ranger, Greenwood, || P sg 


Harrison, Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, George || and makes the usual provisions establishing cor- 
porations. 


— of Columbia, reported back, with an a aa, Kennett, King, Knowlton, Knox, 

amendment, an act (S. 0. 385) to incorporate umpkin, Mace, Matteson, Meacham, Morgan, Morrill TT oe es t 

the Washington A bade oe ‘Age pt ie : : Motu, Murray, Norton, Parker, Pennington, Puryear, Mr. BENNE » of Mississippi. — om 
d called for th : ins Ociation, || Ready, Ritchie, Sabin, Sherman, Shorter, Sneed, Swope, || the question be now taken on the following 

and called for the previous question upon the bill. | Tappan, Thorington, Wade, Walbridge, Walker, Israel |} amendment, reported by the Committee for the 
Mr. CARLILE. I move to lay the bill upon || assmezn» Weikine, Welle, Wood, Woodreli, Gad Weed- || Tyiiaies Ur COlumnen: 

the table. 1 think it will be well for the House || Y°""—°* « July,” 

. \ ¢ Ise | : secti i > word “July,” im 
to determine whether they intend to do injustice || 50 the bill was laid on the table. we caghtts, und incort =: Bepacuaber }” etike © 


. statis : ; : line eighth, and insert “ September ;”’ strike out “ Gtty-cix 
to the individual laborers and mechanics of this Pending the call of the roll, in the ninth line, and insert * fifty-seven ;”’ and in the tent 


city, Mr. HORTON, of Ohio, stated that Mr. A; || line strike out “July,” and insert “September ;” so that's 
Rr. CUMBACK. I call the gentleman to | srienr had aired off with Mr. Sewarp. a 


; : : Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That as soon as five 
order. Debate is not in order. | Mr, HOFFMAN stated that he had paired off || thousand shares shal be subscribed, the persons hereby. 

























The bill and amendment were read with Mr. Perrit, otherwise he should have vot i i bscripti hall call a meeting of 
. Mr. 8 ed || authorized to receive subscriptions shall call ie 

_ Mr. PHELPS asked that the seventh section | ay. . the subscribers, giving two weeks’ one meme haf 
be again read. ee SS || Fide, PURYEAR stated that his colleague, Mr. | BER Bint shin te Diarct and aac 
It was again read. It authorizes the said cor- | Reape, was absent on account of sickness. lot, from among the stockholders, by a majority ot —, 
eee nai to manufacture, buy, and sell brick, | Mr. CARLILE moved to reconsider the vote _ ena ee theo an in cae Lng 

i > ildi j rhie » bi , i ‘ onday in September, in the year one thousand ei¢ 
umber, aud all materials necessary for building | by which the bill was laid on the table, and also cea , has airent : pare Monday in September, in 


perpanes, and to make contracts for the manu- || moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the || every succeeding year thereafter, an election shall be heid 
cture, purchase, sale, and delivery of the same, || table; which latter motion was agreed to. for nine directors as aforesaid, who shall continue in office 





1856. 


ne year from the time of their election, and until others 


be ‘yosen in their stead, &e. 


Th amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BENN Eri. 


} 
Jase 


I call for the previous ques- 
Mr 1ONES, of Tennessee. I hope the gen- 
wn will withdraw his call for the previous 

a ‘on until I offer an amendment. 
Mr BENNETT. I withdraw it for that pur- 


‘ 
\ 


( 


Mr. JONES. I offer the following amend- 
ment: 

Ind be it further enacted, 'That the members of said cor- 
» s ytion shall each be liable, in his or her individual capa- 
Pe for all debts created by such corporation in favor of 
os not members thereof. 
My amendment is copied from a section of the 
-seorporating the Mutual Fire Insurance Com- 

for the District of Columbia, approved 

Tanuary 10, 1855. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BENNETT. 
qui suionh. 
‘Mr. KELSEY. 
the table. 
Mr. FLORENCE. 
mouon. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Goope and 
Topp were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 68, noes not counted. 
* So the bill was laid on the table. 


act 


I now call for the previous 


I move that the bill be laid 


Vi 


I call for tellers on that 


GAS-LIGHT COMPANY. 


Mr. CUMBACK, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill to incorpo- 
the Gas-Light Company for the cities of 
Washington and Georgetown; which was reada 
frstand second time, referred to the Committee 
‘the Whole on the state of the Union, and, 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
ted. 
REFERENCE OF SENATE BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CUMBACK, by unanimous 
consent,a bill (S. No. 325) to extend the charter 
of the President and Directors of the Firemen’s 
Insurance Company of Washington and George- 


town, inthe District of Columbia, was taken from | 


the Speaker’s table, read a first and second time, 
| referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 
WASHINGTON ARMORY. 

Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi. I am di- 
rected by the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia to report back Senate bill (No. 252) to repeal 
so much of the act of March 3, 1855, as provides 
for the erection of an armory in the city of Wash- 
ington, with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. HAVEN. If I understand what that bill 
is, Lthink the House had better pass it. I only 
wish to say, that I recollect very well that I was 
upon the committee of conference when the pro- 
vision for the erection of this armory was agreed 
to upon the civil and diplomatic bill. I remember 
that it was only after a very severe struggle that 
the members of the committee on the part of the 
House consented that the provision should go in. 
They only did it then to save some important 
provisions of the bill. I was opposed to it then, 
and | hope the House will now pass the bill, and 
repeal that law. 

_Mr.GREENWOOD. I desire to ask the gen- 
Ueman from New York if he is not aware that 
the building is in process of construction now, 
under the provisions of the former law, and that, 
if the contract is abandoned now, Congress will 
be asked to compensate the contractors ina large 
amount of damages ? 

Mr. HAVEN. I would say, in reply to the 
gentleman from Arkansas, that [ have no personal 
feeling whatever in relation to this armory, one 
way or the other. I know that it was with the 
freatest reluctance that this House consented to 
that law when it was inserted in the civil and 
diplomatic bill; and it was only upon the very 
Strong solicitation of a gentleman from Georgia, 
in the other end of the Capitol, now no more, 
that we ultimately did consent to that provision. 


* presume the gentleman from Arkansas is right | 


in his statement, that this building is now in pro- 
cess of construction. I believe, however, that 
the bill now befeye us makes some provision for 
disposing of the matter upon that hypothesis. 


. . | 
I do not intend to detain the House. I haveno | 


choice beyond my individual opinion, that it 
would be well to put an end to the construction 
of the armory on the Mall, and repeal the clause. 

Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi. 1 desire to 
state to the House that the President of the United 
States has been called upon to furnish information 
to this House as to the construction of this 
armory. It will be recollected that a special act 
was passed, authorizing the President of the 


United States to make a selection of a site for the 


erection of this armory, which site should be as 
nearly central as could be obtained within the 
District. The President of the United States, in 
obedience to that law, made a selection at the 
junction of B and Sixth streets; and I understand 
that the objection raised in the Senate to the 
completion of this work, and upon which this 
repeal bill is predicated, was upon the ground 


that the selection made was a violation of the | 


intention of the original locators of the city of 
Washington. It was the original intention of 
Washington, in laying out this city, that the 
public Malls should be left open to intersect the 
various avenues and streets of the city. 

The Secretary of War has, in his report upon 
that subject, furnished us with full information 
upon the subject; and from his report, accom- 
panied with a plat of the city, it will be seen that 
these Malls, as originally laid out by Washing- 
ton, every avenue and street, were to be left open; 
that the various intersections should be keptopen; 


| but that by various acts of Congress individual 
| appropriations have been made of these public 
' erounds. i 


The Smithsonian Institution occupies 
grounds from Seventh to Twelfth streets, closing 
every single avenue. 
houses have been erected for private purposes— 
all intrenching upon these Malls. 

It is shown by the contractors of this building 
that $30,000 have been appropriated for the com- 
pletion of this building; that the building is in 
progress of construction; that the materials have 
been collected; that the contract has been made 
with the Secretary of War, in obedience to the 
law authorizing its construction; that the Secre- 
tary, with his usual prudence and caution, has let 
out this contract at $28,717 40; and that the whole 
amount now required for the completion of the 
building is $28,717 40. The superintendent of 
this building, in obedience to a call made upon 
him, reports that, if this law is repealed, and the 
construction of Uus work is suspended, the charge 
upon the Government, by the contractors of this 


In addition to that, various | 


work, up to the Ist of July, 1856, will be $22,562. | 


So you perceive that, if this repealing law of the 
Senate goes into effect, and the frees concur with 
the Senate in repealing this law, the cost to the 
Government will be almost equal to what it will 
be to finish the work under the contract made 
with the Secretary of War. 
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I feel assured that | 


since Congress has appropriated so much, it will | 
not interfere with the completion of the work; | 
while to complete it will cost them but little more | 


than to suspend the work—the difference being | 


I call the pre- || table. 


between $22,562 and $28,717 40. 
vious question. 


The previous question was seconded; and the | 


main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. PHELPS. Is the question now on the 
passage of this bill? 

The SPEAKER. The bill is reported by the 
committee, with a.recommendation that it do not 
ass. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was laid on the table, and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


GUARDIANS OF THE POOR, WASHINGTON. 


Mr. MEACHAM, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported back Senate bill 
(No. 384) to incorporate the Guardians of the 


I move to lay the bill on the 


| Poor. 


The bill incorporates Amos Kendall and others 
named therein a body politic, by the name of 
‘*Guardians of the Poor,’ for the purpose of 
aiding such of the poor, vicious, and ignorant as 
can be improved. 

The question being on ordering the bill to be 

| read a third time, 
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Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, called the previous 
question. 

The previous a was seconded; and the 
main question ordered. 

cn PRINGLE. I move to lay the bill on the 
table. 


The motion was agreed to; and the bill was laid 
on the table. 


AMENDMENT TO GEORGETOWN CHARTER. 


Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi, moved to 
have taken from the Speaker’s table Senate bill 
(No. 353) to amend the charter of Georgetown, 
in the District of Columbia. 

The bill was taken up; and the question being 
on ordering the bill to be read a third time, 

Mr. BENNETT moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question aad 

The bill was read. It authorizes and requires 
the corporation of Georgetown to lay and impose, 
the present year, the annual school tax of one 
dollar on every free white male citizen aged 
twenty-five years and upwards. 

The second and other sections relate to the 
election of officers, &c. . 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask that the 
first two or three lines be read again. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Be it enacted, That the Corporation of Georgetown, in 
the District of Columbia, shall have full power and author. 
ity, and are hereby required to lay and impose, &c. 

Mr. JONES. I move to strike out the words, 
‘*and are hereby required,’’ so as to give the 
corporation of Georgetown full power itches 
ity to levy this tax. If you make it obligatory 
upon them, the people of Georgetown have no 
representative here, and it would be, it seems to 
me, the exercise of a very arbitrary power. It will 
be taxing them without their consent. If we give 
the authority to collect the tax, then the people 
can elect a board which will reflect their will. 
That is a principle which we should not violate. 
We should give this corporation the power and 
authority to levy and collect the tax, and then 
leave it to the people themselves, in the elec- 
tion of their board, to say whether they will have 
that tax or not. 

Mr. LEITER. I would suggest to the gentle- 
man from Tennessee that, if we strike out the 
words he suggests, and the people of Georgetown 
should elect no board, there would be no voters 
in the city. 

Mr. SANDIDGE. Is it in order to say a 
word in reference to this bill? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order, the pre- 


| vious question having been demanded. 





Mr. JONES. I understand the gentleman from 
Mississippi has no objection to the amendment 
I have suggested. 

There being no objection, the amendment was 
received and showed. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 
and was accordingly read the third time. 


Mr. SANDIDGE moved to lay the bill on the 


The motion was not agreed to. 
The bill was then passed. 


Mr. BENNETT, of Mississippi, moved to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill was passed, 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table; which latter motion was agreed 
to. 

BILL REFERRED. 


Senate bill (No. 290) to relieve the Corporation 
of Georgetown from the payment of bills for 
making roads west of Rock creek, was taken 
from the Speaker’s table, read a first. and second 
time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, moved that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


CONSULAR SYSTEM. 


Mr. PENNINGTON, by unanimous consent, 
from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, made a 


| report in reference to the consular system; which 


was recommitted to the same committee, and 
ordered to be printed. 


AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT. 
Mr. HOLLOWAY, from the Committee on 


hy 
| 
a 
Le 
‘ 
a 





a 
i 
1 
a 
a 





are 


Agriculture, reported a bill establishing an agri- 
cultural department of the Government; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed, 


DELAWARE BREAKWATER. 


Mr. TYSON, from the Committee on Com- 
meree, reported back Senate bill (No. 94) making 
an appropriation for the improvement of the Del- 
aware breakwater; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. CHAFFEE, by unanimous consent, pre- 
gented a memorial from the American Medical 
Association, asking for an investigation of the 
etiology and pathology of cholera; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The question was upon the motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. DICK. I wish to inquire whether it is 
the understanding that the business of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia is to come up on Saturday? 

The SPEAKER. There is no order of the 
House to that effect. 

Mr. DICK. I ask the consent of the House 
to make that order now. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I object. 1 want that all 
the District business that is to be done, shall be 
done to-day. 


tt 


ORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY. 
Mr. FAULKNER, by unanimous consent, in- 


troduced a bill for the better organization of the 
Army, and for other purposes; which was read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. 
order of business. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
of the House. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


PORT JEFFERSON, NEW YORK. 


Mr. PELTON, by unanimous consent, reported 
from the Committee on Commerce a bill making 
an appropriation for a resurvey of the harbor of 
Port Jefferson, New York; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. SANDIDGE. 
bill for reference only. 

Mr. GOODE. I rise to a privileged question. 
The House made an order setting apart this day 
for the consideration of District business. The 
Committee for the District of Columbia have 
reported several bills, some of which have been 
disposed of finally, and others have been referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. I now rise to move that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union for the purpose of consid- | 
ering bills relating to the District of Columbia. 

The SPEAKER. The motion that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union is pending; and it will be | 
for the Chairman of the committee to decide what || 
business has precedence there. | 

Mr. GOODE. I move, then, that the Com- | 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union be 
instructed, when it resumes its session to-day, 
to take up and consider bills concerning the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

The SPEAKER. The motion can only be 
entertained by unanimous consent. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I object. 

Mr. BARBOUR. 1 ask leave to make a report | 
from the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. [insist on my motion that || 


I demand the regular 


I move that there be a call 


I ask leave to introduce a 


THE CON 


Mr.CAMPBELL. Iecall for the yeas and nays 
on the motion to go into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. Let us see 
who it is that leaves the House without a quorum 
at three o’clock, when we are so near the close of 
the session, and there is so much business to be 
done. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I am willing to go into 
committee, but not to consider the appropriation 
bills. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

a ° . ’ 

The question was taken on Mr. CAMPBELL's 
motion; and it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 134, nays 16; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Ball, Henry Bennett, 
Benson, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Branch, Brenton, Broom, 
Buflinton, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, John P. Camp 
bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Chatfee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Co- 
vode, Cragin, Crawford, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis, 
Day, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Elhott, Emrie, English, 
Etheridge, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Poster, Giddings, 
Goode, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, 
Haven, Hickman, Holloway, ‘Thomas R. Horton, Valen- 
tine B. Horton, Houston, Howard, George W. Jones, J. 
Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kelsey, Kennett, Kidwell, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Lindley, 
Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, Me- 
Mullin, Meacham, Killian Miller, Millson, Millward, 


| Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, 


| LEGISLATIVE, 


Andrew Oliver, Orr, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, 
Phelps, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Ready, Ritchie, Riv 
ers, Robbins, Ruffin, Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, Sherman, 


Shorter, Simmons, William Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stew- | 


art, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, 
Tyson, Valk, Wade, Walbridge, Walker, Warner, Cadwal- 
ader C. Washburne, Elihu 8. Washburne, Israel Wash 
burn. Watkins, Watson, Welch, Whitney, Williams, 
Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, and John V. 
Wright—134. 

NAYS — Messrs. Barbour, Hendley &. Bennett, Bowie, 
Caruthers, Cumback, Timothy Davis, Bunn, Evans, Har- 
lan, Thomas L. Harris, Alexander K. Marshall, Quitman, 
Rust, Sneed, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicotfer—16. 


So the motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL 
APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


(Mr. Haven in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the question under 
consideration, was a bill making appropriations 
for the legislative, executive, and judicial ex- 
penses of the Government, for the year ending 
the 30th of June, 1857. 

Mr. GOODE. Mr. Chairman,! wish to bring 
to the attention of the Chairman of the committee, 
the fact, that this House made a special order 
some days since, setting apart this day for the 
transaction of business concerning the District of 
Columbia. It entered on that business. Some 


| portion of it was of a character to be carried be- 





the rules be suspended, and that the House resolve || 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. There is no quorum present, and || 
I do not care to have the large appropriation bills | 
considered with so thin a House. \ 

Mr, CAMPBELL. Let us see whether a quo- || 
rum is present. If the gentleman will withdraw || 
the motion to adjourn, I will call for the yeas and |! 


| 
| 


mye on the motion to go into committee. 
Mr. FLORENCE. | withdraw the motion to | 
adjourn. . 


fore this committee. I ask the Chairman whether 


he will not feel it to be proper to take up such bills | 


referred to this committee, as pertain to the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, in so muchas the House made 


| such business the special order of this day. I | 


beg the chairman and the committee to do what 


| L ask, for this is the only day of all the remaining 
| days of the session, to be appropriated to the | 


consideration of the District business. 
' Mr. CAMPBELL.’ Is the question debata- 
le? 
The CHAIRMAN. 
Mr. GOODE. 
that every other day except this is to be devoted 
to the general appropriation bills. 
The CHAIRM 


It is not. 


eee from Virginia. The appropriation 
ills, of which the one under consideration is one, 
were long since made the special order for every 
day except Friday and Saturday. If this special 
order, and the one referred to by the gentleman, 


| were made at the same time, they would stand 


on the same footing. This special order in refer- 
ence to the appropriation bills having been first 
made, and the committee having entered on the 
consideration of the bill for legislative, executive, 
and judicial expenses of the Government, the 
Chair is of the opinion it takes precedence of the 
one referred to by the gentleman. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The House some 
tims ago made a special order setting aside Tues- 
day, Wednesday, and Thursday, of each week, 
for the consideration of the appropriation bills, 
until disposed of; and subsequently the House 
unanimously sct apart this day for the consider- 
ation of the business relating to the District of 


All I had to say further was, || 


AN. The Chair will state its | 
opinion of the point of order submitted by the | 


Columbia, with the knowledge that the 
bills were ee orders in the Committee 
Whole on the state of the Union. i. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I object to 4 
debate. me 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would «., 
that suggestions are or well, especially wh . 
a new hand is in the chair. The Chair jc, 
opinion that the only special order, the exoey:;. 
of which can be entered upon, is the 
order the execution of which has heretofo 
entered upon in the committee—and th 
special order relating to the appropriation }j)). 

Or. HOUSTON. I wake i an ‘actes 
whether there is not a difference between the a 
cial order in reference to the appropriation bills. 
and a special order of the House by which q 
is taken out of that time, and appropriated 
particular class of business? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understand 
that both of them are special orders of the Risen: 
and the committee is acting in reference to thos, 
things under the order of the House—no mar). 
whether made by a majority only, or by unayj. 
mous consent: it is nothing but an order of th 
House. rs 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Chair does not seey 
understand my point of order. It is this: wh, a 
there is not a difference between the two orders: 

Mr. FAULKNER. I call the gentlemay 
order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have a right to ask, 
question of the Chair; and if the gentleman yjj 
hear my point, he will see that Iam strictly jy 
order. This is the point. : 

Mr. STANTON. I eall the gentleman to 
order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am making a point of 
order, and am asking a question of the Chair, 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair will hear the 
point. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I know the Chair will hear 
it. 1 propose to present this point, whether there 
is not a difference between the two orders made 
by the House—the one making the appropriation 
bills special orders from day to day, and the other 
carving out one day from those days so set aside, 
and assigning that day for the consideration of 
special business? It seems to me there is some 
difference between the two orders. 

Mr. STANTON. I now call the gentleian 
to order. He is arguing his point, and not stat- 
ing it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am making a point of 
order, and not debating it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opin- 
ion he expressed in the first instance, that al- 
though there may be a difference in the phraseol- 
ogy of the orders, yet the oldest order, and the 
| one the execution of which has been entered 

upon, takes precedence. 
Mr. WHITNEY. I wish to call the attention 
| of the committee, before it proceeds further, toa 
|| motion made yesterday by my colleague, | Mr. 


Other 
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Ccutioy 
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| Kevry,] and ruled out of order, under a misap- 
| prehension, [ think. It was a motion made by 
my colleague to change the appropriation for the 
assay office in New York from $19,000 to $25,000. 
I believe the committee will see the propriety of 
|| adopting that amendment. 
Mr. RITCHIE. I rise to a point of order. 
| That part of the bill has been passed over, and 
| we cannot go back to it. 
| The CHAIRMAN. 
| by unanimous consent. 
Mr. WHITNEY. [ask unanimous consent. 
Mr. RITCHIE. [ object. 
| ‘The Clerk then proceeded to read the bill, com 
|| mencing where the committee left off yesterday. 
|| The following clauses being under consider 
| tion: 
|| Kansas Territory.—For salaries of Governor, three judges, 
|| and secretary, $10,500. 
| For contingent expenses of said Territory, $1,500. 

For compensation and mileage of the members of the 
Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent ¢ 
penses of the Assembly, $20,000— 


| 

| Mr. GROW moved to amend by striking ovt 
all after the word ‘* Governor,’’ and inserting 1! 

lieu thereof, ‘* $2,500.”’ , 
Mr. G. said: This House, some time since, 
| appointed a committee to go to Kansas, with full 
| authority to investigate the elections held in thet 
| Territory, and report the evidence so taken \ 
1 the House. That has been done; and your com 


It cannot be done except 
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com- 
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adges, 
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com- 


«4.4 report that the election of the Legislature 
‘the Territory of Kansas was secured by non- 
ots. by fraud, and by violence, so tht the 
ea rae al Legislature of Kansas to-day is a 
varpation upon the bona fide citizens of that 
ferritory. . 
| therefore propose to strike from this appro- 
aration any money which shall be appropriated 
gystain & usurpation over any people, and in 
upon the people of the Territory of 
reas, who have had no voice in the election of 
Le vislature. The Council, the same men 
ved by fraud and violence, hold over another 
- and the men who are to be elected for the 
‘Assembly in the next Legislature, have to be 
sod under the same lawenacted by this Legis- 
thus illegally forced as a legislative body 
‘the Territory of Kansas. There is, then, 


cast 


-» peason WAY this Government should pay for the | 


isurpation and tyranny thus forced upon those 


ple. 


"85 far as the judges are concerned, I will vote | 


+a cent of money to sustain any judge who 
mples down the great principles of civil*lib- 
rty—a judge who, disregarding his duties, in 
‘ation of the sacred guarantees of the Consti- 
tion of the United States, puts men in chains 
vod irons, charged with treason for peaceably 
‘ssembling to petition the Government for a 
odress of grievances—a right secured to them 
y the Constitution of the Union. The inalien- 


V 


right of the people to change their form of | 


-overnment peaceably, at all times, is to be con- 


d into treason by the courts of Kansas, 
when the Constitution of the Union declares that 
ing shall be treason but an overt act. A 
ce who violates the Constitution of the United 
States for the purpose of tyranny, outrage, and 
wrong, Should receive no appropriation at the 
hands of Congress. 
Gentlemen say, why not impeach him? 
tevery man know that an impeachment would 
i farce, if preferred by this House, when the 
Senate of the United States, standing as the 
cuardian of the slave power of this Government, 
stains any man who does its bidding? Let us 
t this question as the Constitution gives us a 
chtto meet it. We are to judge what appro- 
ion we shall make: we are the sole judges, 
ler the Constitution, whether we will make 
any appropriation or not. 
Mr. PHELPS. Irise to oppose the amend- 
t submitted by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 


Does | 


mia. By the existing laws, we have the officers 


ecified in this section of the appropriation bill, 
| the Committee of Ways and Means has only 


mmended to this House an appropriation | 
sufficient to meet the salaries provided for by the | 
ww establishing the ‘Territory of Kansas. Also, | 


\ sufficient sum for the pay and mileage of the 
Legislature which is to assemble in the ‘Territory 
of Kansas. The amendnrent proposed by the 
gentleman, if it should prevail in this House, is 


|| agraphs. 


| entitled to separate votes by paragraphs. 


| Pennsylvania, [Mr. Grow ?] 


y the means of delaying the passage of this | 


propriation bill, and is, as I have a right to 


inter, introduced for that purpose. -So long as the | 


ws are on the statute-books, every one ought to 


willing to make the appropriations necessary | 
meet the expenses to be incurred under them; | 


it the result of the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylyania is, whether so designed 
‘not, to delay the passage of the appropriation 

Every clerk holding office in this city has 


' next, and the next, so that the committee may 


not been paid his salary for the past month, be- || 


use the money has not yet been appropriated; 
wd if this amendment shall prevail, it will be 
‘ull longer delayed, and perhaps the amendment 
tay be the cause of defeating the bill. The 


( 


‘'erks of the Departments, I repeat, who are em- | 


poyed in the various branches of the public ser- | 


vice, have been deprived of their pay for the last | 


month, They cannot get the pay due them for 
“ieir services. And the gentleman from Pennsy!l- 


‘ania, hot content with depriving them of their | 
pay for the last month, is willing still to make a | 
;vitest on this matter between the Senate and the | 


louse of Representatives. 
Mr.GROW. Mr. Chairman 
Mr. PHELPS. That is the effect of it. 


the : . 
en, again, the gentleman from Pennsylvania 


_ voted for a bill to reor 





ansas, and in that bill provision is made 


But | 


anize the Territory | 


| amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 


| passed upon the validity of the alleged Legislative Assem- 


| any such crime or offense. | 


| This amendment is not in order. 


ms & secretary, three judges, and fora Territorial || 
*gislature; and the sum of*money specified in || 
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the bill for the support of the Territory of Kansas 
will be required, if the bill for which he voted 
shall become a law. By his own vote he has 
aided in reéstablishing the Territory of Kansas, 
and yet by his own vote he is unwilling to com- 
pensate the persons who are to be appointed 
under that bill, if it shall receive the sanction of 
the Senate. 

But the gentleman from Pennsylvania charges 
that these laws, enaeted by the Territorial Legis- 
lature of Kansas, were passed by a Legislature 
which was elected by fraud. I deny it. I can 
take up the testimony reported by the investi- 
gating committee, examine the election districts 
seriatim, and demonstrate that the pro-slavery 
arty was in the majority in the Territory of 
nas at the time that the election took place. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. KUNKEL. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out all after the seven hundred 
and eighty-ninth line, inclusive of that line. 

Mr.SMITH, of Virginia. The pending amend- 
ment strikes out all, and inserts $2,500. 

The CHAIRMAN. Itstrikes out all that is 
appropriated for compensation and mileage of 
members. 

Mr. ORR. 
amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is to strike out the 
various lines of the text, including that proposed 
to be amended by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr. Grow. ] 

Mr. ORR. I submit that that amendment is 
hardly in order. The amendment offered by the 
gentleman on my left [Mr. Grow] affects several 
—— The committee, as well as the 
Louse, is entitled to a separate vote on each par- 
agraph. The gentleman proposes to strike out a 
part of the bill that has not yet been read. If 
the committee or the House desire a separate vote 
on each paragraph, they are entitled to it. We 
are considering this bill by paragraphs, and are 


What is the amendment to the 


The CHAIRMAN. Is that point of order 


made on the amendment of the gentleman from 


Mr. ORR. Yes, sir. I su ypose he will not 
insist on his amendment in the form which he 
has presented it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will remark | 
that he is in doubt as to whether his point of 
order is made on the original amendment, or on | 
the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman [Mr. Kunxet] has 
aright to move an amendment to the amendment; 
but it is to the original amendment that I desire 
to call the attention of the Chair. The bill is 
under consideration by paragraphs. The gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. Grow] proposes to 
strike out, in gross, some two or three par- 
I suggest to him to modify his amend- 
ment, so as to embrace but the first, and then the 


have a separate vote on each one. 

Mr. GROW. I have no objection. [I first 
move to strike out all after the word ** Govern- 
or,’’ in the first paragraph, and insert the words 
‘*two thousand five hundred dollars.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is inclined to 
think that the point of order taken by the gentle- 
man from South Carolina is well taken, and the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania modifies his amend- 


ment so as to affect only the first paragraph. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I propose to amend the 


[Mr. Grow,] by inserting as follows, after the 
words ‘two thousand five hundred dolars:’’ 
Provided, That no part of the money hereby appropriated 
for the Territory of Kansas shal! be paid until all pending 
prosecutions in said Territory, for retusing to act as a part 
of the posse comitatus, or for treason, or for taking part in | 
any alleged election therein, or for any other political crime | 
or offense, shail be suspended until Congress shall have 


bly of said Territory ; and until such time all persons now 
in custody for such alleged crimes or offenses shall be dis- 
charged ; and until such time no one shall be charged with 


Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a point of order. 
It is not ger- | 
It is attempting to 


egislation on an appropriation 


mane to the subject-matter. 
fasten general I 
bill. 
Mr. ORR. And to change existing laws. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has not the || 
least doubt in its own mind but that the point of | 





| 
| 
| 


| Legislative Assembly of that Territory. 
| learned, within a few days, from a lawyer residing 


| those the 


i. 


order is well taken. But this committee, a few 
days since, ruled directly otherwise, and over 
ruled the gentleman who was then in the cha 
The Chair, therefore, now rules in accordan 
with the decision of the committee, and will leave 
the committee to reverse its own decision if it 
desire to do se. 

Mr. PHELPS. Then I take an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair, as it is given against 
its own iudgment. 

Mr. GOODE. Lask the Chair whether he did 
not state that, in his judgment, the amendment 
was not in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair stated that, in 
his judgment, the point of order was well taken, 
but that the committee had, in a similar case the 
other day, decided otherwise. 

Mr. PHELPS. I demand tellers on the ap- 

veal. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WinsLtow 
and CHAFFEE were appointed, 

The question, ‘‘ Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee ?’’ was 
taken, and the tellers reported—ayes 79, noes 53. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Chairman, I have no 
desire to impede the passage of this appropriation 
bill; I have no disposition to deprive the clerks 
and employés in any of the departments of the 
Government of the compensation to which they 
are entitled; and the amendment which I have 
offered cannot have thateffect. Gentlemen will ob- 


| serve that it applies only to the salaries of the ter- 


ritorial officers of Kansas; and if the amendment 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania is adopted, 
it will apply only to the salary of the Governor 
of Kansas, and not to any other officer. It is 
intended to be simply a legislative declaration by 
Congress. It provides that all prosecutions for 
treason, or other political offenses, pending in 
Kansas, shall be discontinued until Congress 
shall have passed upon the validity of the alleged 
I have 


in that Territory, that, in the county of Leaven- 
worth alone, there are sixty-five men under in- 
dictment for political re Sixty-five men, 
sir, in a county where t¥o years ago there was 
not a single white settler, are harassed with 
groundless accusations! And gentlemen know 
that indictments of a similar character are pend- 
ing in other counties. In the county of Douglas 
there are six men charged with high treason, who 


| are kept in close confinement during these sum- 


mer months, sweltering and rotting under tents 
in the open prairie; and this is done under charges 
which any lawyer knows can never be sustained. 
The only crimes recognized are such as are known 
as malum prohibitum; while crimes of violence— 
such as murder, arson, and robbery—are passed 
by in silence by the courts. The number of 


| American citizens thus charged with imaginary 


political offenses is very great, and the oppression 
is too grievous to be borne. This amendment 
simply requires that they shall be discharged, 


'and that this judicial tyranny shall cease in the 


future. 


It does not even go as faras that. It 


| merely requires that these prosecutions shall be 


discontinued until Congress shall act upon the 
validity of the alleged Legislative Assembly. It 
goes no further. It provides that the officers of 


| that Territory shall receive no compensation 
| under law until they have ceased to subvert law 


It does seem to me that gentlemen on all sides 


| of the House should accept this for the peace and 
| harmony of the country. 


If the Senate will not 
yield this much, then, sir, let us stop the supplies. 

It is well known that on the 30th March, 1855, 
crimes of the highest magnitude were committed 
against the rights of the settlers in Kansas, and 
yet no indictments are found, and no accusations 
are made. Political opinion is an immunity for 
crime. No pro-slavery man is punished or ac- 
cused; while free-State men, for legally partici- 
pating in legal elections, are erinetibel with all 
the potent enginery of the law—directed by United 
States marshals, attorneys, and judges. Sir, this 
shall be so no longer by my vote, and none of 
these officials shall receive one dollar of compen- 
sation, with my consent, until they release all 
now so unjustly accuse. 

Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Chairman, if this amend- 
meat should be adopted by the committee, it will 
of course be reported to the House, and the vote 
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will doubtless be taken upon it by yeas and nays. | 
We shall then have an opportunity of seeing and 
knowing what gentlemen there are who are will- 
ing to commit themselves to this—I will not say 
revolutionary, but to so monstrous a doétrine, so 
subversive of liberty, of the Constitution, and of 
every principle of criminal jurisprudence, as that 
contained in the amendment of the gentleman from 
Ohio. Itinvokes the interference of Congress to 
atop the course of judicial proceeding. It declares 
to the judiciary of the United States, you shall 
have no money—no pay, unless certain men, on 
trial before you, are acquitted, How long would 
it be before, in some other prosecution, the at- 
tempt would be made to pollute the pure stream 
of justice, by declaring that the judges shall have 
no pay until certain odious or unpopular charac- 
ters have been convicted ? 

Sir, has the genueman stopped to ask himself 
the question, by whom are these men to be con- 
victed or acquitted ? Has he read the Constitu- 
tion so carelonsly as to suppose that either the | 
acquittal or the conviction of those who are | 
arraigned for treason depends on the will of the 
judge? Sir, they are to be tried by their peers— 
ly twelve men constituting a jury, who receive, 
I presume, no compensation at all for the services 
they may render, or at most, a very trivial one; 
certainly not one to be paid out of this appropri- 
ation. 

It is now proposed to make the payment of the | 
salaries of the judges in Kansas depend on the 
issue of criminal prosecutions. I ask the gentle- | 
man from Ohio, what control has the judge, or 
any of the judges, over these criminal prosecu- 
tions? Have the accused yet been brought to 
trial ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. If the gentleman will allow 
me-—— 

Several Members. 
tleman. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well. 

Mr. MILLSON. I[say, when these cases come 
to trial, if the judiciary of this country shall pay | 
respect to the principles which have been conse- 
erated in England, and were vindicated by that 
illustrious champion of civil liberty and able ex- 


Do not interrupt the gen- | 
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tleman from Virginia [Mr. Mitison] who has 


just preceded me, have left but very little for me 


to say upon this amendment. He has presented 
so forcibly the revolutionary and dangerous tend- 
ency of the species of legislation in which this 
committee is now called upon to engage, that 
there remains but little to say. I have offered 
the amendment, however, for the purpose of cal!- 
ing the attention of the committee to a clause of 
the Constitution which has not been adverted to 
by the gentleman from Virginia, and which, in 
my judgment, will be most expressly violated by 


the adoption of the amendment proposed to this | 
I refer | 


bill by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
to clause first, article third, of the Constitution, 
which says: 


“The judges both of the supreme and inferior courts | 


shall hold their offices during good behavior, and shall, at 


stated times, receive for their services a compensation | 


| which shall not be diminished during their continuance in 
| office.”? 


Now, I would like to have any gentleman of | 
. . - 4 . . | 
this committee tell me how, without a violation 


of that clause of the Constitution, the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
can be adopted? The Constitution tells you that 
the judges of both the supreme and inferior courts 


shall receive a compensation which shall not be | 
diminished during their continuance in office; and | 
it is proposed by the amendment of the gentle- | 


man from Pennsylvania, not only to diminish, 
but to withdraw altogether, from the judges of 


one of the inferior courts their compensation. | 


This House has it not in its power to remove 


| those judges; but it is now proposed, by this 


amendment, because the decisions of those judges | 


are not in accordance with that gentleman’s 


| notions of law and justice, that, as the House 


cannot dismiss them from office, it shall compel 


| their retirement. 


Sir, both Houses, acting jointly, cannot remove 
one of those judges; and yet the gentleman from 


| Pennsylvania proposes that, because the decisions 


of those courts are not acceptable to a majority | 


| of this House, they shall be compelled to resign 


sapere of the rights of juries, Lord Erskine, in || 


is celebrated speech on the trial of the Dean of 
St. Asaph, the judges will have no right to pro- 
nounce the law authoritatively to the jury. The 


* * . ° 1] 
jury will be charged with the general acquittal of || 


| 
| 


the prisoners from the whole prosecution before 

them; and the judge, even though his agency 

may be invoked by the attorney for the United 

States, will have no right to pronounce any con- | 
trolling opinion or instruction on the law of trea- 
son, to the jury, who are intrusted with the sole | 
power of acquitting or condemning the party ar- 
raigned before them. Sir, this House has not | 
even the power of pardon; and, if the parties had | 
even been convicted, your authority would be im- | 
potent to effect their release. Under our Constitu- 
tion, we must look to the President alone for the | 
exercise of this power, and it would be a usurp- 
ation of the functions of the President, even in | 
a case of conviction of the accused, with the sanc- 

tion of the judge, to undertake to absolve him | 
from punishment. 

Mr. ORR called for tellers on the amendment 
to the amendment. 

Tellers were ordered ; and Messrs. Morcan and 
Durree were appointed. 

Mr. DUNN. Is it competent for the gentle- 
man to withdraw his amendment at this stage ? 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman can with- 
draw it, if he chooses, by unanimous consent. 

Mr, DUNN. I hope the gentleman will do so; | 
and if he does, I will present an amendment | 
which I think will meet with his views, and the | 
views of those concurring with him in sentiment, 
and avoid the objection urged with so much force | 
by the gentleman from Virginia. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. Let us vote on the | 
amendment as it is. 

The question was taken on Mr. SHerman’s 
amendment to the amendment; and the tellers | 
reported—ayes 66, noes 72. 

© the amendment to the amendment was dis- || 
d to. } 

Mr. BRANCH. 
ment of the 
adding, after 


I move to amend the amend- |, 
ntleman from Pennsylvania by |, 
e word ** Governor,’ the woids, | 


“‘and three judges.’’ The remarks of the gen- || before my peers condemns it, and dooms me to | 


|| in Kansas a year and a half ago. 


the places to which they have been assigned under 


|| the laws of their country. 


Mr. GROW. The article of the Constitution 
which the gentleman has read does not apply to 
the judges of the Territorics, as he would have 


|| satisfied himself if he had given it a moment’s 
The President of the United States | 
|| removes those judges every time there isachange | 
| in the Administration. 
| stitution makes their tenure of office during good | 
| behavior. 
‘| utive, hold their office at his will, and if he 
chooses to retain them in power after they have | 
|| trampled down the rights of American citizens, 


attention. 
That clause of the Con- 


But they are appointed by the Exec- 


is it for us to appropriate money for their pay- 
ment? 

Sir, revolution does not begin here; it began 
Despotism and 


{| pear have enthroned themselves there, and 
1] t 


1e gentleman asks us to sustain it. Revolution 
began in Kansas when the rights of freemen were 


| trampled down at the bailot-boxes by armed 


forces. The people of that Territory are under 


| your guardianship and protection; they receive 


their law at your hands, and you have guaran- 
tied to them protection. They ask you to make 
that guarantee good; and on the other hand we 
are asked to sustain that usurpation and despot- 
ism because it has made itself successful, and 
has the President to back it. 
the Executive. He retains men in office who 
have trampled down the dearest rights of the 


citizens of the country, and violated the most | 
sacred guarantees of the Constitution. He could | 


remove one officer in Kansas on the plea of spec- 
ulating in lands, but when one of his appointees 
charges a grand jury that the peaceful assembling 
of the citizens a to petition the Government 


| for a redress of grievances, is treason against 
the United States, and when the grand jury 
|, indicts the free press because it declares that | 


slavery ought not to exist in Kansas, he sends 


his posse comitatus to tear down that press, to 
public buildings, and to burn private | 
|| dwellings without any hearing before a petit jury, 


destroy 


he is continued in office, and we are asked to 


make an appropriation for his support. A judge | 


that seizes my property, and without a hearing 


We cannot reach | 


| undoubted ruin. ( 
| pose to stop the pay of the judges and juries; 
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prison without a trial, cannot receive a ¢ 
any vote of mine. 

So dar as the point made by the gentleman f| 
Virginia is concerned, Ll ask hifh, when Sian 
tion and wrong sit upon the bench in one .; 
the Territories under our control and jurisdict; x 
how is this House to reach it? If the Exeey,.’ 
turns a deaf ear to petitions for the removal 
that judge, we can reach him only through », 
appropriations, as we have a right to do, dine. 
garding mere matters of form. ri 
~ Mr. McMULLIN. I believe it is understong 
that we are to have an evening session ‘aan 
therefore I now move that the committee fale 5 
recess until seven o’clock. [Cries of NG 
‘*No!’’] Itis not possible to get through t} 
bill this evening. eae 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds tha it 
is not in order, according to the practice of th, 
House heretofore, to take a recess as the jams. 
mittee is now constituted, inasmuch as the reso. 
lution for evening sessions provides that no yotp 
shal, be taken; and if the committee take a recess 
now, we should have to go on with this bil] on 
the committee resuming its session. 

Mr. BRANCH, by unanimous consent, wit). 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I move that the commits 
do now rise. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. DUNN. I offer an amendment to strike 
out the proposition of the oo from Penp. 
sylvania, [Mr. Grow,] and insert, at the end of 
that paragraph, the following proviso: 


ent by 


i} 


Provided, That no part of the moneys appropriated by 
this act shall be drawn from the Treasury until an act shaij 
have passed both branches of Congress, and received the 
approval of the President of the United States, for the 
pacification of the troubles in Kansas, which shail, amongst 
others, contain a provision restoring the restriction against 
slavery, as to both Kansas and Nebraska, in substance or 
in fact, as the same was enacted by the eighth section of 
the act admitting Missouri into the Union as a State, ap. 
proved March 6, 1820. : 

Mr. SNEED. I raise the point of order that 
it is not in order to renew the same proposition to 
two bills at the same session. 

The CHAIRMAN. Under the ruling of the 
committee, at the present session, the (| 
overrules the point of order. 

Mr. CADWALADER. The question is not 
the same. [Calls to order.] 

Mr. GROW. I raise a point of order. The 
motion was to strike out, after the word * Gov- 
ernor,’’ the balance of the paragraph, and to in- 
sert $2,500. How can a motion to restore that 
be in order until the vote be taken on striking 
out? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that the point of order is not well taken, inas- 
much as previously to striking out, itis with 
province of the committee to amend, so as to 
make the clause acceptable. 

Mr. DUNN. I do not desire to say anything 


| on this occasion about the blood that has been 


shed in Kansas, or about the thunder of artillery 
that has been leveled against dwellings there; 
because a great deal more has been said on thet 
subject heretofore than there has been any dispo- 
sition shown to amend. What I desire is, action 
to stop theseevils. This tinkering system, si'— 
gentlemen must pardon me for so calling it—the 
system of patching these evils by littles, of going 
into this vast field of vile weeds, (io change tle 
figure,) with the hand to pluck up a single stem 
here and another there, will amount to nothing; 
and if we should live to fill all the days of Me- 
thuselah, employing our days and nights at “ie 
work in this way, it would in the end amount 
nothing. The only way to remedy the evil 
to take hold of this great mischief by the roots, 
and tear it all up. If gentlemen propose to come 
up to the work with the genuine pluck, they must 


say that appropriations shall not be granted 0- 
| less the evil is fully remedied. 


Let them put fr 
ax to the root of every tree. Let the Senate 2° 
without its rations, and let the House go w!\ 
out its, and let the President go without lus, 
and let all-your Army and Navy, and all you 
officers in every department, everywhere, ° 
without theirs; this I would do rather than pe! 
mit these evils to progress in the direction 
which they are now tending — to inevitable ond 
Gentlemen come here and pr’ 

















nd thereby hope to starve the courts into sub- 
*caion, ‘That will do no good. Stop all, sir. 
T . is the only proper course. And I guaranty 

‘* this House show a proper purpose in re- 
aol to this matter, we shall repress the evil. 
if there is to be no capitulation on easy terms to 
“i! as the fortress cannot be stormed, I would 
st quietly down before it and starve the garrison 
int 8 surrender. , 

Vr. GROW. I agree with the gentleman from 
Indiana in one remark, although I do not agree 
with hisamendment. 

Mr. ORR, (interrupting.) Is the gentleman 
iam Penneyivasis opposes to the amendment of 
‘he eeptleman from Indiana? 

“The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is unable to 
cay until the gentleman announces his sentiments. 
~ Vir. GROW. Yes, sir; lam. Lagree withthe 
otieman from Indiana in one remark he has 
de; that the proper remedy for the troubles in 
Ks sas is to take it by the roots. We proposed 
this House, not long ago, a remedy of that 
Lind, which was to give peace and pacification to 
Kansas, and to restore her to freedom, as she was 
siedved more than a third of a century ago. But 

eentleman from Indiana was not ready then 
to pluck up the trouble by the roots, when [ pro- 
nosed to strike out slavery from Kansas forever, 
by admitting Kansas as a State, and leaving her 
to manage her own affairs, with her own consti- 
tution, her own executive, and her own legisla- 
tive department. The gentleman was not ready 
for thatremedy. It did not suit him. That would 
ave pulled up these troubles, and ended them 
forever, and would have been an effectual restora- 
tion of the Missouri compromise. 

Mr. DUNN. Will the gentleman state what 
measure he ever proposed for that purpose? I 
did not hear him Saygwhat his project was. 

Mr. GROW. The gentleman from Indiana 
refused to vote for the bill to admit Kansas asa 
state. 

Mr. DUNN. Precisely. I did that, and ought 
to have done so. Instead of giving relief, that 
measure would have aggravated our troubles. 

Mr. GROW. That would have pulled up all 
these troubles by the root. That would have 
ended all the troubles in Kansas. The people , 
there would have been then left to govern them- 
selves under a government of their own formation. 

Mr. PHELPS. Just as they are now. 

Mr. GROW. Just as they are now! Witha 
Legislature elected by border ruffians—with laws 
enacted by men elected by ruffians imported from 
Missouri. ‘That Legislature has appointed every 
single officer—not before appointed by the Pres- 
ident—that is in the Territory of Kansas to- 
day. There is not an officer there, civil, mili- 
tary, or judicial, in the selection of whom any 
bona fide resident of the Territory had any voice. 
Those that were not appointed by the executive, 
were appointed by the Legislature, and by their 
appointees; and yet the people are left to govern 
themselves! With a posse mustered into ser- 
vice, sent from South Carolina for the purpose of 

making Kansas a slave State. 

The question was taken on Mr. Dunn’s amend- 
ment,and the Chair announced that the noes were 
in the majority. 

Mr. A. K. MARSHALL called for tellers; and 
then withdrew the call. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is lost. 

Mr. MORGAN. I ask for tellers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not hear | 
the gentleman in time. 

Mr. MORGAN. Every one else heard me, if 
the Chair did not. 
TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair heard the gen- 
Ueman from New York demand tellers, but not 
witl the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. A. K. 
Mansnatt] had withdrawn the call, and the Chair 
had announced the decision. The Chair, how- | 
ever, if the gentleman insists on tellers, will put 
the question, } 
,_ ellers were ordered; and Messrs. Lerrer and | 

2UFFINTON Were appointed. 

The question was again put; and the tellers re- | 
ported—ayes seventy-one, noes not counted. 

So the amendment to the amendment was) 
agreed to. 

Mr. GROW offered the following amendment | 
to the amendment: 
tel That the money hereby appropriated shall not 

n from the Treasury, or any part thereof, and the 


same, or any part thereof, shall not be paid out of any other 
money in the Treasury, or any other appropriation made by 
Congress, until the criminal prosecutions now pending in 
amy court of the Territory of Kansas, against any person 
or persons charged with treason against the United States, 
and all criminal prosecutions by information or indictment 
for any alleged violation or disregard of the provisions of 
the laws of a body of men who assembled at the Shawnee 
Mission in said Territory claiming to be the Legislative 
Assembly of said Territory, shall be dismissed by the court; 
and every person who has been, or may be, restrained of 
his liberty by reason of such prosecution or prosecutions, 
shall be released from confinement. 


Mr. DUNN. I rise to a point of order. I 
submit that the amendment already adopted set- 
tled conclusively that no money appropriated by 
this act should be drawn from the Treasury until 
all the troubles in Kansas shall have been settled 
by an act of Congress. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania now proposes to amend by adding 
a proposition which shall settle only a portion of 
those troubles. I submit that his proposition is 
embraced in the general proposition which I have 
submitted. My proposition is to settle ail the 
troubles—the gentleman only seeks to settle a part. 
That is just the difference between the gentleman 
and myself. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is 
competent for the committee to determine whether 
they will adopt the proposition of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania as a limitation of the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana, and overrules 
the point of order. 

Mr. GROW. Just one word on this amend- 
ment, for I do not propose to consume any time 
upon it. In reply to the gentleman from Mis- 
souri some time since, [-have to say that I have 
not the least desire to embarrass this appropria- 
tion bill. I stated my position simply to be, that 
I will not vote money to sustain usurpation, 
whether it be legislative or judicial, in the Tern 
tory. Iam in favor, therefore, of restricting ihe 
appropriations for the Territory of Kansas, so 
that they shall not be used to sustain usurpation. 
It is for no purpose of embarrassing this appro- 
priation bill. I will throw no obstacle in the 
way of its speedy passage. I am anxious as any 
gentleman upon this floor can be, that the neces- 
sary appropriations shall be made to carry on 
the Government. 

Mr. PHELPS. It seems the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania takes a little exception to the posi- 
tion which | assigned him; but his whole course 
indicates that 1 have assigned to him his correct 
position. I did not charge anything as to his in- 
tention. I merely stated what would be the effect 
of adopting his amendment. Does the gentleman 
suppose that an amendment of this kind would 
receive the sanction of the other two branches of 
the Government, if it passed this House? So 
much for the remark of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, and the effect of his amendment. 

The gentleman seeks to arrive at a remedy for 


| the difficulty which he specifies by the legislation 





of Congress. Sir, I say here in my place, that, 
at this day, and from the day of the passage of 
the Kansas-Nebraska bill, the pro-slavery party 
in that Territory have had a majority there; and 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, and his friends 
who have acted with him during the present ses- 
sion of Congress, have evinced their belief that 
such a state of facts exists, for they are unwilling 
that the people of Kansas shall settle this ques- 
tion for themselves. 
of the contiguity of Missouri to that Territory, 
more settlers have gone over into Kansas from 
that State than from any northern State, or from 
all the northern States. Such are the deductions 
which I make from the testimony taken by the 
Kansas investigating committee. 
who have been sent there by your emigrant aid 
societies were men who were not the proper.ma- 
terial for pioneers of the West. Such men as 
you have sent there will but few of them become 
actual settlers of the Territory. They stay there 
a few weeks, vote, and go back to the East. 

The question was taken on Mr. Grow’s amend- 
ment, in the nature of a proviso, and was re- 
jected. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Grow’s 
original amendment; and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move to strike 
out from line seven hundred and eighty-four to 
line seven hundred and ninety-two inclusive, as 
follows: 


Territory of Kansas.— For salaries of Go.ernor, three 
judges, and secretary, $10,500. 


I say that, in consequence | 


The persons | 
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For contingent expenses of said Territory, #1 500, 

For compensation and mileage of the members of the 
Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent ex 
penses of the Assembly, $20,000— 


—as it has been amended. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 


question of order. The first clause has been 
passed. The second clause is the point at which 
the committee has now arrived. 

The CHAIRMAN, That is so. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I submit that it is the 
right of any member to ask a separate vote on 
each clause, and that the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio is therefore out of order. 

The CHAIRMAN, The first clause has been 


amended. We are now at the following clause: 


I rise to a 


For contingent expenses of said Territory, $1,500, 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I modify my amendment. 
I move to strike out the following: 

For contingent expenses of said Territory, $1,500. 

For compensation and mileage of the members of the 


Legisiative Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent 
expenses of the Assembly, $20,000. 


1 will not go into a discussion of the Kansas 
troubles. I desire to bring this bill in some sha 
into the House to-night, and therefore make the 
motion to strike out. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
ment, 

Mr. ORR. I desire to assist the gentleman in 
getting the bill out of committee. There are two 
paragraphs embraced by his motion, and I wish 
them reported so that there shall be a vote on 
each. I suggest that he move to strike out the 
first paragraph, and when that is disposed of 
move to strike out the other. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will do that. I move 
to strike out the first paragraph, which is as 
follows: 


I am opposed to the amend- 


For contingent expenses of said Territory, $1,500. 


I do not propose to consume time. Let us 
have a vote. 


Mr. HOUSTON. lam opposed to the amend- 


ment. 
The amendment was disagreed to. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the committee 


do now rise. 

The motion was disagreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 32, noes 85. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Is not the amendment of 


the gentleman from Indiana part of the first clause 2 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state the 


' condition of the Kansas provision, as it now 


stands, inasmuch as it has been troubling the 
Clerk for a moment past. The lines seven hun- 
dred and eighty-five and seven hundred and 
eighty-six—for salaries of Governor, three judges, 
and secretary, $10,500—stand as they are; and to 
them is added the amendment of the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Dunn.] To that is attached 
the proviso of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
[Mr. Grow. ] 

Many Memsers. No! the amendment of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania was lost. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee are mis- 
taken. The original amendment was lost, but 
the proviso was adopted. The text is now as the 
Chair has stated it. 

Mr. MILLSON. I rise to a question of order. 
I think the Chair is mistaken in regard to the 
proviso of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. On 
a division on the proviso it was announced there 
were only eight in the affirmative, and that the 
amendment was lost. 

Mr. SNEED. That clearly was the case. 

Mr. WINSLOW. Such was the understand- 
ing inthis part of the Hall. 

Mr. GROW. The Chair has decided the ques- 


‘| tion, and no debate is in order. 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. SHERMAN. I offer the following amend- 


| ment, tocome in at the end of line seven hundred 


| 
| 


and eighty-eight: 

Provided, That no part ofthe money hereby appropriated 
for the Territory of Kansas shall be paid until all oe 
prosecutions in said Territory for refusing to act as @ part 
the posse comitatus, or for treason, or for taking part in any 
alleged election therein, or for any other political crime or 
offense. shall be suspended until Congress shall have passed 
= the — ofthe alleged pment Assembly of said 

erritory, and until such time persons now in ¢ 
for such alleged crime or offense shall be discharged; and 
until such time no one shall be charged with any such crime 
or offense. 


Mr. ORR. I rise to a question of order. The 





| 
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amendment, if I understand it correctly, has been 
once voted upon and rejected by the House. 
The CHAIRMAN. 
point of order. ‘Though it may have been voted 
down at another point of the bill, it still may be 
agreeable to the committee to insert it in this 
lace. 
Mr. ORR. The same amendment? 
The CHAIRMAN. The same. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


for the Territory of Kansas, the first clause is 
adopted as reported, with the proviso offered by 


If I understand the action | 
of the House in reference to the appropriations 


| 
| 
} 


The Chair overrules the | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the gentleman from Indiana, (Mr. Duywn.] 1) 
voted for that oe and shall vote for it in the | 


House. But I wish to present this amendment 
at this place in the bill, so the House may choose 


between it and that of the gentleman from Indiana. | 
I noticed that many who were opposed to that | 


proviso voted for it, in order, as I suppose, to 


defeat that offered by the gentleman from Penn- || 


sylvania, [Mr. Grow,] but will probably vote 
against it in the House. I therefore desire to 
attach this proviso, so that the House may vote 


upon both, and adopt one or both. The propo- | 


sition of the gentleman from Indiana is right, and 
goes far beyond what I propose. 
that gentlemen upon the other side of the House 
were determined to adjourn this Congress with- 
out giving any relief to the impending troubles 
in Kansas, and that we must take that amend- 
ment or nothing, I would stand by it. The 
proposition which I now offer is far milder in its 
character, and its only design is to stop political 
“et m0 in Kansas, and prohibit others from 


eing instituted, until Congress can act, and shall | | 
have passed upon the validity of the alleged | 


Legislature of Kansas. 

[f the other side of the House refuse this simple 
proposition of justice, and wish to force upon us 
a proposition more radical in its character, | trust 


the issue will be accepted, and, through weal or | 
woe, we will stand by and insist upon the uncon- | 
ditional restoration of the Missouri restriction; || 


but I prefer the proposition which I have now 
offered, because it does not stop the wages of any- 
body, it does not block the wheels of Government, 
but simply declares, that in the opinion of Con- 
ress these prosecutions should be suspended. 
Such is the design and effect of it. 
tlemen oppose it? 
prisoners—do they wish to add judicial murder to 
the wrongs aleeiniy committed, or do they want 
to force us to vote for a measure which, while 
just, is more radical in its character, and which 
strikes at the very existence of this bill? Suchis 
the proposition of the gentleman from Indiana, 
{Mr. Dynn.] If they do, I for one shall take my 
stand and vote for that proposition, and say that 
no money shall be paid out of the Treasury of 
the United States until the Missouri restriction 
isrestored. But if, on the other hand, gentlemen 
are willing to repair the most pressing wrongs 
under which the people of Kansas are suffering, 
let them vote for this amendment; and then we 
ean, when the rules of the House will allow, 
rovide other remedies. It is idle to say that the 
nate will not consent. Sir, we are the repre- 
sentatives of the people, and can receive no law 
but from them. If the Senate is willing to make 
the issue with this House, that prosecution for 
political offenses in Kansas shall not cease—if 
they insist that law and justice should be per- 
verted, and force and violence, under the ‘neil of 
the judiciary, shall reign supreme in Kansas, let 
them bear the responsibility. We will have done 
our duty, and will be sustained by those who 
sent us here. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. [understand the gen- 
tleman from Ohio now to offer substantially the 
same proposition he offered a few moments ago, 
and to attempt to tack that on to this bill—the 
substance of which proposition is a direction from 
this legislative branch of the Government, that 
the supplies of the Government shall depend upon 
the entry of a nolle prosequi in the Territory of 
Kansas against all political offenders in that Ter- 
ritory. Asa matter of course, it is attached to 
the civil and nape bill; and as it is radically 
objectionable, the whole bill is made to depend 
upon its adoption by the Senate; or, in other 
words, I understand the gentleman, for his party, 
to «mnounce to the country, that he is willing that 
the wheels of the Government should be stopped 


Did I believe | 


Why do gen- || 
Do they wish to execute their 





j 


/ upon that proposition. 


I tell him, and I tell his 
party, that if he is ready to carry out that, he will 
find a party in this country ready to take the 
issue. We have to take the issue, and we will 
take the issue. 

Gentlemen here attempta new system of habeas 
corpus. Who ever heard in a Government like 
this, or in any other Government, of one branch 
of the legislative department attempting, where 
there is a separate coérdinate department, to ex- 


ercise the right of habeas corpus and jail delivery | 


through a general bill to supply money for the 
su ‘t of the Gover mnt? What does the gen- 
support of the Government hat Goes the ¢ 

tleman and his party want? Is there 


lying upon your table, sent to you from the 


Senate, in regard to Kansas? And there is the bill | 


which you yourselves have passed and sent to the 
Senate. Both branches of the legislative depart- 
ment of the Government have before them now 
bills connected with Kansas. Why do you not 
take up that Senate bill and consider it?) Why is 
it necessary to clog the wheels of Government— 


| why place obstacles in the way of its supplies with 
| such a proposition, in order to enable you to go 


to the country, and arouse it with such pictures 
as the gentleman from Pennsylvania and the gen- 
tleman from Ohio have drawn, of conflagrations, 


| murders, and oppressions, which, if 1 understand 


|| it, are simply in their own fancy? 


Butif these gentlemen desire that all the wheels 
of Government shall be stopped, that its supplies 
shall be cut off, let them say that such is their 
determination—let them offer the issue, and they 


|| will meet with no resistance, I dare say, upon 


| the other side of the Chamber. 


Mr. DUNN. 1 move to amend the amend 
ment by striking out the last two lines of the 


| proposition. Gentlemen seem very much alarmed 
|| at the idea of stopping supplies. Sir, the brightest 


| pages of American history were written in regard 


to matters which transpired, as gentlemen well 
know, when there were no supplies. Instead of 


| money, patriotism moved the wheels of Govern- 


ment then, and that is what I desire to see 


once 


| more, if nothing else willrightthese wrongs. Then 
| statesmen subsisted themselves; and the armies 


of liberty, barefooted and half clothed, fought for 


| their country amid the snow and ice of a northern 
| winter. The hope of freedom was all their pay 


| Grow.] 


then. The reality paid them afterwards. 

Now, sir, I wish to say a word for the benefit 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [{Mr. 
[ had not an opportunity to reply to 


| his—it did not amount to a charge, but insinua- 
| tion, in his remarks, a while ago, to the effect 
| that I had held back at an opportune moment, in 
| regard to the troubles in Kansas. 


Sir, the gentleman well knows that, in the first 


| week of the organized session, | referred to the com- 


mittee of which he is the chairman, a bill which, 
if it had been acted on there, and, if he thought 


| it necessary, improved by the amendments which 


that committee might have put to it, and had been 


| returned to this House, it might long since have 
| been acted on here, and perhaps before this day 


| mittee hesitated about it, and delayed. 


humble efforts in that work. 
| delayed. 


have brought healing on its wings. But the com- 
At every 
step, from the commencement of the session until 
now, Whenever there was any possibility of aiding 
the cause of freedom there, and of giving peace to 
Kansas and the whole country, I have steadily, 
constantly, unshrinkingly, gone forward with my 
That committee still 
At last, the gentleman [Mr. Grow] 


| came in here, a few wecks ago, and offered a bill 
| subversive of all government; and he calls my 


resistance to that bill, *‘ lagging at the opportune 
moment.’’ Mr. Chairman, I shall always lag 
when it is proposed to overturn the Government 


of my country, however plausible may seem the | 


es open or by whatever influgnee or auspices 
such 

ward. I proposed efficient means, going to the 
extent of all these evils. The gentleman from 


Pennsylvania came here with a patch-work at one | 


point and a patch at another point; and this he 


calls shutting out the wrongs of these Territories, | 
Sir, it is such | 
miserable protection as bad husbandry sometimes | 
resorts to in a new country for protecting in- |, 


and protecting our people there. 


closures, by what is called a brush fence—a con- 
trivance which everybody, except the gentleman, 
has long known, instead of protecting the in- 


clusure. in fact affords a shelter and a hiding- © 


not a bill | 


wickedness is ushered in or pressed for- 


| possibly, schemes of naked plundering—all oy 


| vain. 
| sober. 
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place for the most vicious class of trespase. 
Go to work at this matter in the proper epee 
Take hold of the whole mischief, and stay, 
firmly together until you press the eyj| co 
wall and destroy it, and then erect such a hi) 
and strong barrier that no future transerese..- 
can occur from any quarter. pi SA 
The proposition which is such a child of lore ; 
the gentleman, at the best, but offers to a h : 
of men the privilege of being overthrow 
trodden under foot by lawless violence 
State, instead of subjecting them to such outrages 
asa Territory. The people of Kansas want »,.. 
tection, not charters of government. They want 
power — physical power —the power of numbers +, 
resist aggression; not sounding words about oer. 
ernment and liberty, written on parchment, ¢» 
mock those who are overborne and reduc Ato 
chains and slavery by violence and fraud. By, [ 
have heretofore said all I desire about that prop. 
osition. Let it pass; let even its memory pe sigh 
for the credit of our institutions. I wish to yy. 
dress evils by approved modes. If there is unrea. 
sonable oppression to redress, then I am for strons 
modes. - 
But, sir, while the Treasury is pouring out its 
floods over the countr~¥—while the money is going 
to a light-house here and a harbor there, and toa 
thousand other schemes—some, perhaps, of public 
interest, others of private avarice—some of they 


r Wa y, 


andful 
n and 
“as q 


’ 


the land, I fear you can never end these evils, a 
redress them. Weare wild with the greed of 
Cut off all supplies until gentlemen get 
Let there be no more patch-work iy 
regard to this matter. Let every evil stand and 


| ery aloud for vengeance upon itself, and upon all 


| mischief is remedied, 


'Kansas a government of her own. 


its confederate enormities. Do not weaken the 
public indignation by this hatving process. Come 
up to the entire evil. Hold the wheels of Govern. 
ment still. Let them not turn an inch until the 
When the devil engineers, [ 
would stop the locomotive by depriving him of ful. 

Mr. GROW. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana. When [ 
was up before, I replied to the same remarks 
which the gentleman has made in charging that 
all our schemes were patch-work. I referred to 
the proposition which the Committee on Ter- 
ritories brought into this House, which was no 
patch-work, but was to give to the Territory of 
I did not 
charge the gentleman from Indiana with lagging, 
or with any want of fidelity to the Territory. [ 


| simply said that, when a proposition came here 


which was not patch-work, but was, in my judg- 
ment, the only effectual remedy for the wrongs 
of Kansas, to give her a State government of her 
own formation, and allow her to protect herself 
against invaders, and if not able to do it alo 

she would then have authority under the Consti- 
tution to call on the President, and he could not 
then turn a deaf ear to her appeals, the gentle- 
man from Indiana opposed the bill, and was 
unwilling to restore the Missouri compromise 1 
that way. The gentleman from Indiana voted 


| avainst the bill. 


“As to the bill which he had referred to the 
Committee on Territories, I desire to say, in vin- 
dication of that committee, that his bill was con- 
sidered by the committee—by the majority as 


| well as the minority. They desired fully to exam- 


ine it. The committee had no opportunity t 


| report that bill but once, after it was referred to 


| sas, the first time or were 
| upon the Calendar, an 


| been, too, if it had been reported. 


it, until the week set apart for territorial business. 
And let me say to the gentleman, that a bill which 
was reported by the committee for relief of Kan- 
called was placed 
is likely to be there to the 
end of the session; and there his bill would have 
And when | 
proposed, during the territorial week, to report 
the bill of the gentleman from Indiana, he said he 
did not care to have it reported, if he could have 
an opportunity to offer it as an amendment to the 


| Senate bill. 


Mr. DUNN. Will the gentleman allow me— 

Mr. GROW. Not now. 

Mr. DUNN. The gentleman must not mis 
represent me if he declines interruption. 

Mr. GROW. [am only correcting the gentle- 


/man’s own misrepresentations. 


Mr. DUNN. Ihave made no misrepresenta- 
tion whatever, and must not be so charged. The 














as 
he 
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ntleman has made a statement of my saying '! has been stricken out; 1 submit that there 
him what, if | understand him aright, I never || nothing to which to attach the amendment. 
all d to him orto any other man. If the gen- Mr. GROW. |! propose to attach mv amend- 
aa declines to be interrupted, Linsist he will ment to the bill at the point I have indicated. If 
‘ot say that. the provision to which the gentleman alludes has 
“Mr. GROW. Notsay what? ; been stricken out, | move to amend whatever 
Mr. DUNN. That I made a statement to him || goes before it. 
chat | did not want my bill reported. The CHAIRMAN. It is the opinion of the 
“Mr. GROW. I came to you duxing the terri- Chair that there is nothing left under the head of 
torial week, While you were sitting in your seat, | ‘* Territory of Kansas’? which is amendable. If 
and I told you that I would report that billbefore || there was anything it would be the amendment 
the time expired. You said you would like to || of the gentleman from Ohio which has been 
have your bill to offer as a substitute to the State | adopted. 
ll. I said you could not get an opportunity, I Mr. GROW. Very well, I will offer it to 
thought, for [| intended to call the previous ques- || that. 
“ion; and remarked, why not offer it as a substi- Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As I understand 
tute to the Senate bill. You said that, if you could || the state of things it is this: the gentleman from 
do that, it was all you wanted. I told you that, || Ohio [Mr. Suerman] moved to amend the last 
so faras I was concerned, you should have the || clause but one under the head of ‘* Territory of 
opportunity of doing it. You took the bill outof | Kansas,’’ and that amendment was agreed to. 
my possession, and kept it until a few days ago || The committee then passed on to the next and 
you offered it as a substitute to the Senate bill. |} last clause under that head which was stricken 
These are the facts. out. It is not in order to go back, and I therefore 
Mr. DUNN. I prepared another bill, and || submit that there is nothing under that head 
introduced it after the gentleman had wholly || which can be amended. 
failed, for many months, to make any report on The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
my bill at all. For that purpose I got the bill || that the committee have passed the clause of the 
from the gentleman, as he says, and having used || bill to which the amendment of the gentleman 
it in preparing a new bill, which has since passed || from Ohio was adopted, and the committee hav- 
the House, I returned it to the gentleman. It |! ing stricken out the only remaining clause under 
is quite likely, when I had so long failed to get || this head, there is nothing left to amend. 
any action of the committee, and at last found a Mr. GROW. It seems to me there must be 
means of getting the matter before the House || some point at which it is proper to affix an 
regardless of that inaction, that | expressed then || amendment restricting the expenditure of this 
an indifference to what the committee might or || money. [do not care where it comes in. This 
might not do, for [ certainly felt indifferent, as I || isthe last amendment I have to offer, and I de- 
was then no longer restrained by their neglect of || sire that it shall come in at some point. 
the subject. The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
Mr. GROW. We never declined to report it || that the amendment is not in order. 
at all. Mr. CAMPBELL. | am directed by the Com- 


Mr. DUNN. ut never did report it. mittee of Ways and Means to offer the following 
Mr. WINSLOW. I call the gentlemen to ameudenant: 


order. ‘I hey ought to address the Chair. | After the words, “ Judiciary.—For salaries of the Chief 
Mr. GROW. I will do it, Sir. During the || Justice of the Supreme Court and eight Associate Judges, 
week allotted to territorial business, the commit- |! $54,500,” insert as follows: 
tee reported all of the bills in their hands, except 
some bills which gentlemen of the committee had wines > a 
in charge, and which they did not care about re- Mr. ¢ hairman, [ will merely state that this 
: : estimate is to be found in executive document No. 
yoy, 4 > Oh; $2, and will detain the committee no further 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I propose to make “ry =a ee Se 7 ; d . : 
a point of order. 1e amendment Was agreed to. 
Mr. GROW. I will come back to the question. Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
Mr. CAMPBELL. This debate on both sides ||} committee take a recess. 
is not pertinent, cither in favor of or against the Mr. CAMPBELL. If the gentleman will with- 
amendment. draw his motion, I will move that this bill be laid 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion |) aside, and the Navy appropriation bill be taken 
that the point of order is well taken, and that the |) up. 
debate has taken too wide a latitude. | Mr. JONES. I withdraw the motion for that 
Mr. GROW. lL only desired to vindicate the purpose. 
Committee on Territories. Now one word more; Mr. CAMPBELL. I move that this bill be 
Iam opposed to the amendment of the gentleman || informally laid aside, and that the Navy appro- 
from Indiana. | priation bill be taken up. 
Mr. ELLIOTT. I move that the committee The motion was agreed to. 
do now Lp ee ; ; Mr. JONES. I now move that the committee 
Mr. C AMPBELL. I hope the committee will || take a recess until seven o’clock this evening. 
frst finish the Kansas business. The motion was agreed to; and the committee 


= DUNN was not agreed to. accordingly (at a quarter-past five o’clock) took 
Mr. DUNN withdrew his amendment to Mr. || 9 recess until seven o’clock, p.m. 


SHERMAN’s amendment. 

The question recurred on Mr. Suerman’s 

amendment; and being taken, the amendment was 
agreed to—ayes 67, noes 57. 
: Mr. GROW. I move to strike out of the bill 
lines seven hundred and eighty-nine, seven hun- 
dred and ninety, and seven hundred and ninety- 
one, as follows: 


I 


For salary of the circuit judge of California, $4,500. 





EVENING SESSION. 

The committee resumed its session at seven 
o’clock, (Mr. Norton in the chair,) the Navy 
appropriation bill being under consideration. 

Speeches upon the general politics of the coun- 
try were made by Messrs. CRAGIN, UNDER- 

For compensation and mileage of members of the Legis- WoOoD, and LEITER, which are withheld for 
lative Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent expenses || revision, and will be published in the Appendix. 
Ofte Acseuntly, $25,000. Mr. READY obtained the floor, but yielded it to 

I do not propose to discuss the amendment. Mr. UNDERWOOD, who moved that the 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am opposed to || committee rise. 
that amendment, though I am in favor of voting || The motion was agreed to. 
forit. [Laughter.] 


™ And the committee rose; and Mr. Unperwoop 
The amendment was agreed to. 


|| having taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, 
Mr.GROW. I offer the following amendment, || Mr. Norton reported that the Committee of the 
to come in in the place of that just stricken out: || Whole on the state of the Union had, according 
Provided, That the money hereby appropriated shall not | to order, had the state of the Union generally 
be paid until all acts and proceedings whatsoever of the || under consideration, and particularly the Navy 
body of men assembled at Shawnee Mission, in the Terri- appropriation bill, and had come to no resolution 
as Kansas, claiming to be the Legislative Assembly for thereon 
said Te "are declare srative ¢ roid. : : Cae 
d Territory, are declared inoperative and void | And then, on motion of Mr. UN DERWOOD, 
Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. || (at ten o’clock,) the House adjourned until to- 
The last clause of the appropriations for Kansas || morrow at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


| 
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Prayer by the Chaplain of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, Rev. Danie WaxLpo. 
"The Journ 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a umunicauion from the President of 
the United States in answer to a resolution of the 


of yesterday was read and approved, 


Senate requesting a copy of papers touching 
recent events in the Territory of Washington, 
transmitt y & report « f tl secretary of State i 
and the documents by which it w is accompani d; 
which, on motion of Mr. Cass, was referred to 
the Committee on Territory s, and ordered to be 
printed, 


He also laid before the Senate a communication 
from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting a report of the Secretary of War in re- 
sponse to a resolution of the Se vate calling for 
information in relation to instructions issued to 
any military officer in command in Kansas to 
disp rse any unarmed meeting of th people of 
that Te rritory, or to prevel # by military power, 
any assemblage of the people of that Territory; 
which, on motion of Mr. Sewarp, was referred 
to the Committee on ‘Territories, and ordered to 
be printed, 

He also laid before the Senate a re port from the 
Secretary of State, communicating, in compliance 
With a resolution of the Senate, information re- 


specting the transportation of laborers now car- 
ried on from the continent of Asia or the Asiatic 
is! unds to [english orSp rMish col mies in Ames rica, 
or to the Chincha Islands, under the designation 
of the Chinese coolte slave trade, with statistics 
showing the sacrifice of human life resulting from 
that traffic: which was read 

Mr. SEWARD. The resolution ealling for 
these papers was submitted, | think, by the hon- 
orable Senator from Loui 1, | Mr. Bensamin, | 
on consultation with tl Committee on Com- 
meree. He is now abst nt, and t sugvest that they 
be laid on the table, and ordered to be printed, P 


| 
The motion was agreed to 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. LVERSON presented the memorial of John 
H. Waggaman, praying that the decision of the 
Court of Claims against his claim for arrears of 
pay due for his services as a clerk in the General 
Land Office may be reverst d, or that his case mav 
be referred for a rehearing to that court: which 


was referred to the Committee on Claim 
Mr. STUART presented the petition of James 
L. Catheart, praying that an appropriation may 


be made for testing his invention of an improved 
method ofattaching ships’ propellers to the driving 
shaft; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. DODGE presented five petitions of citizens 
of Wisconsin, praying for a grant of public lands 
to aid in the construction of the Milwaukee, 
Horicon, and Lake Superior railroad; which were 
referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

Mr. YULEE presented the petition of 8. P. 
Todd, a purser in the Navy, praying to be re- 

|| leased from liability for certain public stores lost 
or stolen while in his custody; which was referred. 


TREASON IN KANSAS. 
Mr. SEWARD. It becomes my duty to pre- 


sent to the Senate, this morning, a petition relat- 
ing to a subject which agitates the country from 
one frontier to the other, and which is itself of deep 
and touching interest. Itis the petition of George 
W. Smith, G. W. Brown, Gatus Jenkins, George 
W. Deitzler, and Charles Robinson, who are in- 
dicted and held as prisoners in close custody in 
the Ts rritory of Kansas for the crime of treason, 
and of John Brown, Jr.,and Henry H. Williams, 
who, although not indicted, are held, after a pre- 
liminary examination, in close custody in the 
same Territory on the charge of treason against 
the United States. The petition comes from them 
|in their place of confinement, which is the 
‘‘camp of the United States cavalry, near Le- 
| compton, in the Territory of Kansas.”’ 
| The petition calls the attention of the Senate 
| of the United States to what is a matter of noto- 
riety throughout the whole Union, that a divided 
| State of public opinion exists in the lerritory of 
|| Kansas on political topics, and that this division 
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has been carried to such an extentas to array 
neighbor against neighbor in deadly strife, and 
has found its way to the courts of justice. 

The charges against the petitioners grow out 

of transactions connected with this embittered 
condition of the body politic. They state that 
the day for their trial is assigned to be the second 
Monday of September, the place, Lecompton; 
that they have reason to apprehend that an im- 
vartial trial, such as the Constitution of the 
Tinited States guaranties toevery ciuzen cannot be 
given to them there; that they believe the judges 
of the several territorial courts have prejudged 
their cause, and that a packed jury will be em- 
vaneled to decide on the facts. 

The petitioners do not state what, however, 
we all know, that the punishment of the crime of 
treason is death! ‘The petitioners state that it 
appears that Congress has neglected to make 
provision for reaching them by writ of habeas 
corpus from the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and for bringing up the indictment and 
record by a@certiorari, and for cause shown, re- 
manding the prisoners for trial to some one of the 
supreme courts of the United States, where polit- 
ical prejudices will not influence the opinions of 
the courts and jurors; that these celebrated writs 
are allowed to all persons, citizens of the United 
States, who chance to be residents within the 
several States ; but that the residents of this Ter- 
ritory are deprived of this protection from judicial 
outrage. 

They therefore pray Congress that a law may 


be immediately passed, by which the writ of 


habeas corpus and certiorari may issue to any per- 
son holding another in custody for any cause in 
any one of the Territories, from any one of the 
ities of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
with power in the said judges to inquire into the 
cause of the commitment or detention of said 
persons, and the same to bail or recommit them 
as justice and law may demand; and that the 
writ of certiorari may be allowed to any court 
authorized in such Territories by Federal author- 
ity, with the right in such supreme judge to 
change the venue, for good cause to be shown, 
and supported by affidavits, and in the Supreme 
Court of the United States, where a fair and 
impartial trial agreeably to law can be had. 

fe is my desire that the petition may be referred 
to the Commitiee on the Judiciary; and I beg toask 
their attention to icat as early a day as possible. 
In the first place, because the time assigned for the 
trial is near at hand; in the next place, because 
the nature of the case is such as to require the 
earliest and profound consideration. These trials 
arise out of a contest of political opinions between 
citizens of the United States, between parties in 
the United States, which divides the people of the 
United States, and which divides the Houses of 
Congress and the Departments of the Govern- 
ment. On the one side is found the President, 
and on the other side is found the House of Rep- 
resentatives. I beg to call the attention of the 
Senate of the Uuited States to the fact, that polit- 
ical trials are almost unknown in this country— 
that the employment of the judiciary to settle and 
establish poliucal principles or policies is a resort 
that has never been aed 


e with success and with | 


good results to the peace and harmony of society , 


in any free country in the world. 
thing—— 

Mr. WELLER. I object to the discussion of 
this question now. It is out of order. I have 
some reports to make, and | know other Senators 
have. We do not wish the whole of the morning 
hour consumed with a discussion on this question 
now, 

Mr. SEWARD. I have but a word or two 


now toadd. I hope the honorable Senator will 
allow me a few words more. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
order to discuss the merits of a question on the 
presentation of a memorial. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
of the Senate to close what | have to say. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the 
Senator from California object? 

Mr. WELLER. 


go on with this discussion, | shall not make ob- 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
the 24th rule, which provides that a Senator pre- 





If yourefera | 


It is not in | 


lask the unanimous consent 


If the Senate is disposed to 


It is against | 


senting a memorial may briefly state its contents. | 








.asin Committee of the Whole, to consider the '' 


| panied by 
| which was 


| 430) granting a pension 










pose to abuse the privilege. I beg to refer the 
committee to the fact that political convictions 
and judgments of attainder, however obtained, 
and however popular when obtained, are always 
subsequently reversed, and it is a singular judg: 
ment of this class that does not escape being 
affirmed or reversed several times. This has 


| been the experience of England; it has been the 


experience even of this country. With these re- 


| marks, [ submit the question. 


The PRESIDENT pre tempore. The petition 
will be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 

On motion of Mr. HOUSTON, it was 


Ordered, That Edward D. Tippett have leave to with- 
draw his petition and papers. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


») not pro- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Mr. SEWARD. To enforce the prayer of a ‘| bill, which provides for the appointment, 
| petition is generally allowed, and I i 


_ to have power jo appoint a clerk. 


Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on Naval 


| Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 


238) granting a pension to Ansel Wilkinson, re- | 


ported it with an amendment, and submitted a 


| report; which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the petition of 
Maurice K. Simons, submitted a report, accom- 
a bill (S. No. 429) for his relief; 


ing. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Margaret Davis, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 
to Margaret Davis, 
widow of George Davis, a sailing-master in the 
United States Navy, deceased; which was read, 


| and passed to a second reading. 


He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 423) for the relief 


read, and passed to a second read- | 


of Katherine M. Hamer, widow of the late Gen- | 
eral Thomas L. Hamer, reported it with amend- 


ments. 


Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Mili- | 


tary Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
416) to provide for the settkement and payment of 
the expenses incurred in the suppression of Indian 


| hostilities in the Territories of Oregon and Wash- 


ington, reported it without amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
were referred the memorial of Samuel W. Owen, 
executor of William H. Owen, the petition of 
S. D. Sturgis, the petition of Ann E. T. Partridge, 





_ August 5, 


President of the United States, by and er = 
advice and consent of the Senate, of a commis. 
sioner, and chief astronomer and surveyor . 
unite with similar officers to be appointed by he 
jritannic Majesty’s Government. The said i 


| missioner is to have power to appoint a gecro. 


tary; and the chief astronomer and surveyor is 

The bill provides appropriations for salaries for 
one year, viz: The commissioner, $3,000; the 
secretary, $1,500; the chief astronomer and sur- 
veyor, $3,000; the clerk $1,200; and an appro- 
priation of $60,000 is made for provisions, trans. 
portation, and contingencies. 

The proceedings of the commission are to be 
limited to the demarkation of that part of the line 
of boundary which begins at the intersection of 
the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude with the 
middle of the channel which separates the conti. 


' nent from Vancouver’s Island, and thence south. 


erly, through the middle of the channel and of 
Fuca’s straits, to the Pacific ocean. 

The President is to be authorized, in his dis. 
cretion, to direct the employment of such Officers, 
assistants, and vessels, attached to the coast sur. 
vey of the United States, as he may deem neces- 
sary or useful, for the purpose of aiding in the 


| demarkation of the line. 


” 
‘| county, had gone on the island and levied on cer- 


and the paper signed by R. H. Chilton, of the | 


| United States Army, in relation to extra pay, and 


the troops at Fort Kearney, reported that the 
committee be discharged from the further consid- 
eration thereof; which was agreed to. 


Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Naval Af- 


fairs, who were instructed by a resolution of the 
Senate to inquire into the expediency of purchas- 
ing, for the use of the Government, the copyright 
of the great circle protractor, invented by Pro- 
fessor Chauvenet, submitted a report; which was 
ordered to be printed, 


Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on the Post 


Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
petition of John Ferguson, reported a bill (S. No. 
431) for the relief of John Ferguson and others; 
which was read, and passed to a second reading. 


BOUNDARY OF OREGON, 


The bill (H. R. No. 73) to provide for carry- | 


ing into effect the first article of the treaty between 
the United States and Her Majesty the Queen of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 


of the 15th day of June, 1846, was read twice by | 


its title. 
Mr. MASON. A copy of that bill was re- 
ported by the Committee on Foreign Relations 


of the Senate some weeks ago, accompanied by | 


a report setting forth the necessity of its passage. 
The bill which now comes from the House of 
Representatives is the exact bill which was re- 
: : 
ported from the Committee on Foreign Relations 


of the Senate, and there is an immediate neces- | 


sity for its being acted upon. Its provisions are 
very brief, and they are altogether of general 
interest; and I ask the Senate, therefore, to be 
good enough to consider it at once, and allow it 
to be passed. 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded, 


| 
| 


| two Governments, to the Straits of Fuca. 


Mr. MASON. The treaty of Oregon, as it is 
usually called, provided that the boundary be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain should 
thereafter consist of a line extending the forty- 
ninth parallel of latitude from the point where it 
previously terminated as the boundary line be- 
tween the two countries, until it intersected the 
channel which separated the main land from 
Vancouver’s Island, and then should pursue the 
middle of that channel southerly and through the 
Straits of Fuca to the Pacific ocean. By a late 
communication from the Secretary of State it 
appears that the Territory of Washington, in 
laying out its counties, had extended one of its 


' counties into and through the Straits of Fuca, 


and that collisions had actually arisen between 
the British authorities and the authorities of the 
Territory of Washington as to a certain island 
that is found in those straits. The sheriff of 
Washington county, in levying the taxes for the 


tain property there which belonged to the British 
Hudson’s Bay Company; and claims of reclama- 
tion have been made on the Government for it. 
A correspondence ensued between the two Gov- 
ernments, in the course of which it was strongly 
pressed upon us, and properly pressed, by the 
British Government, to have the boundary line 
run. It will require some time and require per- 
haps a very scientific corps to run this parallel of 
latitude from its former terminus, where it pre- 
viously constituted the boundary between the 
This 
bill proposes simply that the line now to be run 
shall be a water line through the Straits of Fuca 
in order to determine the territorial rights of the 
two countries in those straits. The commission 
is a very simple and a very limited one, consist- 
ing of a commissioner, an astronomer and sur- 
veyor, with a secretary and clerk, with authority 
for the President to employ such portion of the 
coast survey as may be on that coast to aid in 
carrying it out. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


PRESIDENCY OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. BUTLER. Some weeks ago the Senator 
from Kentucky [Mr. Critrenpen] submitted to 


| the Senate a resolution, which was referred to the 


Committee on the Judiciary, in relation to the 


| persons to act as President and Vice President in 


| certain contingencies. 


I do not propose to make 
any remarks on the introduction of the report on 


| that subject from the Committee on the Judiciary; 


but I ask that my friend from Ohio (Mr. Puen) 
may be allowed to read it, as it is one which has 
attracted some attention. I would not take up 
the time of the Senate, but erroneous impressions 
have been created in the newspapers on this sub- 
ject. Perhaps by reading the report it may be 
understood by those who wish to hear it. 

Mr. PUGH read the report at length. It 


is accompanied by a bill supplementary to the 











yeral acts in force relative to the election of Pres- 
several * 


iont and Vice President of the United States. 

” Mr. BUTLER. [| move that the report be 
anted, and the bill be made the special order for 
Sond rynext. My friend from Kentucky is more 
narticularly intere sted, and as the subject attracts 
attention, { will assign any day he may 


some 


oir. CRITTENDEN. I would prefer some 
early day next week—say Monday. 

Mr. BUTLER. ‘Then [ move the bill be made 
the special order for Monday next. 
"The bill was read twice by its title, and post- 
noned to and made the special order for Monday 
next. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Lam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Printing to make a report on the me- 
morial of Beverly ‘Tucker, Arnold Harris, admin- 
istrator of Robert Armstrong, C. Wendell, and 
A. 0. P. Nicholson, presented yesterday, pray- 
ing for a reconsideration of the construction of 
the printing act of August 26, 1302. They have 
asked us to reconsider the decision of the account- 
ing officers in regard to the rates of compensation. 
According to the decision of the original Superin- 
tendent of the Public Printing under that act, 
deductions have been made of five, fifteen, and 
twenty, running up as high as forty per cent., 
from the total amount of the accounts presented. 
They ask a reconsideration of the construction 
of the law which bears on all the printing done 
by them. This is the second time the subject 
has been before the Committee on Printing of 
this body, and was this morning before the joint 
committee of the two Houses. The committee 
believe the construction hitherto acted upon con- 
sistent with the language of the law as it stands, 
and are satisfied that it is not inconsistent with a 
fair rate of profits for the printers themselves. 
The committee therefore have decided adversely 
to the petition presented to the Senate and referred 
to them. I report the following resolution, on | 
the understanding of the joint committee who 
have rejected the application for a change in the | 
construction of the law: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners be not granted. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred a motion to print five 
thousand extra copies of the report of the Secre- 
tary of War communicating a statistical report 
on the mortality and sickness in the United 
States Army, reported in favor of printing. The 
report was concurred in. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. WELLER. 1 desire to report, from the 
Committee on Military Affairs, a bill (S. No. 
427) making additional appropriations for the 
support of the Army for the year ending the 30th 
of June, 1857. My object in presenting the bill 
now, is to have it referred to the Committee on 
Finance, as such bills usually come from that 
committee, although it embraces the amendments | 
which I had designed offering to the regular 
Army appropriation bill; but as the Committee 
on Military Affairs have a to offer no 
amendments to that bill as it 
House of Representatives, it is necessary that I 
should introduce an additional! bill embracing our 
amendments. [ask that the bill be printed, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The bill was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 move to postpone all prior 
orders, for the purpose of taking up the House | 
bill making appropriations for the support of the | 
Army for the year ending June 30, 1857. 

Mr. SEWARD. On that question I am obliged | 


to ask for the yeas and nays, and to say to the I] 


friends of the river and harbor bills which have | 
not yet passed, that to-day we shall probably be | 
able to complete them in the course of an hour or | 
two; and it is very apparent that, unless we do it | 


to-day, we shall have no opportunity to do it at | 


all. If we yield our precedence in the order of} resentatives, by Mr. Bancray, Assistant Clerk 
business we shall not be able to recover it again. || announcing that the House had passed the bill 


|| Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 


j We have given 
something like a week to the river and harbor 
bills. Their friends do not scruple to speak on 
them as much as they choose. 
have finished those bills yesterday: but I do not 
know that we shall finish them to-day, if we take 
them up. The general appropriation bills ought 
to have precedence; and after they are disposed 
of, we can take up other matters. Let us take 


| up the Army bill first, and dispose of that; and 


then, if we have leisure, we can take up these 
bills. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. 
Army appropriation bill in twenty minutes. 
Mr. SEWARD. The Senator is quite mis- 
taken in supposing that we can pass the Army 


bill in that time. There is an amendment pro- | 
posed which will require more than twenty min- || 


utes, 

Mr. HUNTER. Then itis more important to 
get at it at once. 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I hope the Senate 
will allow the remainder of the bills for the im- 
provement of the rivers and harbors to be fin- 
ished. I know it can be done ina short time. 


I am one of the supporters of those measures, 
| and I have trespassed on the Senate several times; 


but the honorable Senator from Virginia, who 


speaks of the supporters of the measures occu- 
pying time in debate, should take into consider- | 


ation the circumstances under which the friends 
of the bills have occasionally thought proper to 
rise in vindication of their policy. [appeal to the 
Senator and the Senate to say who have thrown 


the greatest obstruction, for two weeks, in the | 
way of those bills? I find no fault with gentle- | 


men, but I think within an hour or two we can 
finish the small remainder of those bills on the 
Calendar. We had better dispose of them, for 
it is very evident that, if we take up the general 
appropriation bills, we may bid adieu to the con- 
sideration of any bill for the improvement of 
rivers and harbors. 

Mr. WELLER. 1 shall be compelled to vote 


against this motfon of the Senator from Virginia. 


I gave way more than a week avo, after having 


made a motion to proceed to the consideration of 
the bill for the construction of a Pacific railroad, 
| with a hope that the Senate would be able to 
dispose of the river and harbor bills in a few 
days. Now they have been under consideration 
a week, anda very large portion of the time has 
been consumed by the friends of those bills in 
debate. I have remained here day after day to a 
late hour, until the Senate was ready to adjourn, 
simply for the purpose of making a quorum, in 
| order that we might get rid of the river and har- 
| bor bills. We have been engaged for a week on 
them. It was the understanding, at least of the 
friends of the Pacific railroad bill, that,as soon as 
the river and harbor bills were disposed of, that 
measure should be taken up and acted upon. I 
| yielded after having made the motion to take it 
up, and now you cannot see the end of them. If 
the bill towhich the Senator from Virginia refers 
be taken up, I am very sure we shall have a long 
| and protracted debate. I prefer myself, if | can- 


| not get up my own measure, that we should go | 
somes from the || 


on with the regular order of business, which is 
| the disposition of the river and harbor bills. 
They are the un- 


| finished business. 


on the motion to take up the Army appropriation 
bill, resulted—yeas 18, nays 26; as follows: 


son. Pugh, Reid, Slidell, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of 
| Tennessee, Bigler, Cass, Collamer, Dodge, Durkee, Fes- 
senden, Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Harlan, James, Johnson, 
Jones of Iowa, Pearce, Seward, Stuart, Thompson of New 
Jersey, Trumbull, Wade. Weller, Wilson, and Wright—26. 
So the motion was not agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of a 


| and Yulee—18. 





’ 


Standing ready to fulfill all my obligations, it |} (S. No. 265) to incorporate the Columbia Library, 


will depend on them whether they shall do justice 


to the Seuth and West, as well as the North and | 


East. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


\| of Capitol Hill, in the city of Washington, with 


an amendment. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


) The message also announced that the Speaker '! 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senate will take || | 


| up the Army appropriation bill. 


They ought to | 


I think we can pass the 


| The question being taken by yeas and nays, | 


YEAS—Messrs. Biggs, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, | 
Clay, Fitzpatrick, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Mallory, Ma- | 


1931 


8; which 
ived the signature of the President 


ls 


rad ! 


ed the following enrolled bi 
thereupon r 
pro tempore: 
An act for the relief of I 
An act for the relief of | 
An act for the relief of Ce; 


ichard Albretton; 
indall D. Livingston; 
hise Piseros, widow 
of Louis Labranche, of che parish of St. Charles, 
in the State of Louisiana: 

An act to confirm Joseph Wanderstrand in his 
title to certain lands: 

An act for the relief of Joseph Hill; 

An act for the relief of Mrs. M. E. McKnight, 
widow of Francis M. McKnicht;: 

An act for the improvement of the navigation 
of the Patapsco river, and to render the port of 


, 
‘ 
, 

ui 


Baltimore accessible to the war steamers of the 
United States; and 

An act to amend an act entitled “ An aet to 
establish a court for the investigation of claims 
against the United States,’? approved February 
24, 1855. 


HARBOR OF DUBUQUE, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The unfin- 
ished business which is the first special order, is 
the bill (S. No. 128) making appropriations for 
the improvement of the harbor of Dubuque. The 
question is on the amendment of the Senator from 
Ohio [Mr. Puen) to strike out, ** continuing the 
improvement of the harbor of Dubuque, on the 
Mississippi river,’’ and insert; ** removing the 
obstructions to navigation placed by order of the 

|| Government of the United States in the Missis- 
sippi river at and opposite the city of Dubuque, 
in the State of lowa.’’ 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. I hope the Senate will 
not agree to that amendment. 

Mr. PUGH. It is not my purpose to press 
the amendment against the Senator’s will. 1 
merely offered it. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. Iam opposed to it for 
the best reason in the world. The city of Du- 
buque has made improvemehts which render this 
\| bill important. 

Mr. PUGH. I withdraw my amendment. 
Mr. CLAY. I now renew my amendment to 
strike out the word ** harbor,’’ and insert ** land- 
ing.’ 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. I! hope the Senate will 
not agree to that amendment. If the gentleman 
will undertake to say here that he is a better 
judge of what ought to be termed a harbor than 
the Government officers, who are acknowledged 
to be competent in the performance of their duties, 
perhaps there may be some reason in it. But 
United States officers, who were directed by an 
act of Congress to make a survey, have designated 
this as a harbor, and so have the topographic al 
engineers, who are known to be men of seiener 
and skill. Sir, I must say this is a remarkable 
effort on the part of my friend from Alabama, 
to bring my bill into disrepute, and | think it is 


ungenerous. 


; 


If there is any reason for digging 
out the mud in the harbors on Lake Erie or on 
Lake Michigan, there is as good reason why this 
appropriation should be made for Dubuque. 

Mr. President, | said last evening, when the 
Senate was very thin, that this was a work com- 
menced during the territorial government of Lowa. 
It was commenced by this Government when the 

|! United States hada right to take command of this 

| harbor and do as they pleased withit. The Gov- 

\ ernment of the United States owned the land and 

|| owned the island through which this harbor ts to 

be made, and lowa had no rightto interfere with 

As the 

Government has commenced thie work and as tt 

has stopped up the marn entrance to our harbor, 

|| through the Megary slough, with the intention 

ll of making a cut through Bass Island, it must 

complete that cut through Bass Island, or else 

remove the obstructions which it has put there; 
but that is a matter to be left to the Secretary of 

War. All these bills provide that the improve- 

||} ment shall be made under the direction of the 

Secretary of War. He is the competent and 

proper officer to determine the mode of improve- 

| ment which shall be made. He has adopted a 

| mode of improvement now for this very harbor, 
different from that heretofore pursued by his pre- 
decessors; that is to say, of making @ contract to 

| dredge out the slough, and to throw the earth on 
| an embankment made along the wharf. 

Mr. CLAY. Ido not care to waste words on 


ll! the Government of the United States. 


Nee 


we 
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this matter; but the gentleman calls this a harbor. 
I ir peal, as I said yest rday, that, whether we 


take the word according to its etymology or its 


conventional meaning, this is no harbor; and the | 


learned dissertation of the Senator from New 
York (Mr. Sewarp] on the roots of the word 
‘‘harbor,’’ has not changed my opinion in the 
least. With equal propriety you might call a 
station on arailroad aharbor; you might call any 
int onacreek, or spring branch, a harbor; and, 
»y virtue of the word alone, claim the power of 
this Government to make an improvement. The 
very suggestion of a harbor two thousand miles 


above the mouth of the Mississippi, is in itself | 


absurd. It is no harbor, but it is a landing; and 
this bill is to improve a landing. 
thing in regard to this work, as well as my friend 
from Iowa. It is about as meritorious, perhaps, 
as many others which we have passed; and there 
is no member of the Senate whose interests, or 
the interests of whose constituents, | would be 
more reluctant to oppose, than those of my friend 
from Iowa and his constituents; but | know 
something about the character of this work. It 
is emphatically, as I still say, to improve the 
landing at this place. There is a difficulty in 
making the landing at Dubuque, and they want 
Lo open a way to get to It. It will inure especially 
to the benefit of private landholders, who own 
the two small islands that stand out in front of 
the town. 
names, and | insist on my amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. I insist on its being 
called a harbor; and I insist on it, not only be- 
cause the Government officers have so designated 


I know some- | 


I want to call things by their right | 


it in their reports to the Congress of the United | 
States, but because it does afford protection to | 


the vessels which navigate the Mississippi river— 
steamboats. If a similar improvement had been 
made at St. Louis, last spring, or at Cincinnati, 
at the breaking up of the ice, hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars would have been saved, as you 
well know, sir, which were lost by the destruction 


of steamboats there. This is a harbor—a place | 


of refuge for steamboats and any other kind of 
boats that navigate the Mississippi river. 

Mr. MASON. 
the amendment. 
it. 

The 

Mr. 


I have some information about 


yeas and nays were ordered. 


[LARLAN. 


Senator from Alabama. 
of the Mississippi river extending into the land, 
where vessels may lie in safety. It isa harbor, 
within the definition given by the Senator from 
New York—a place of refuge beyond danger. It 
is also a harbor, within the definition of the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina. It is a retreat or 
hiding place for boats which navigate the Mis- 
sissippi river, from the floating ice. 1 understood 
the 
say that a harbor was a place of retreat, or a 
hiding place. This may be regarded as a harbor 
within that definition. 

Very frequently in the spring of the year the 


ice on the Mississippi river floats in large bodies, | 


perhaps to the extent of hundreds of acres. If 
steamboats and other vessels are compelled merely 
to anchor at the ordinary landings, they are 
crushed by these immense bodies of ice. “As I 
understand, it is the object of the Government 
officers to open up this harbor—a part of the 
Mississippi river which extends into the land 
opposite Dubuque—in order that these boats may 
have a retreat from this danger. If it be the 
object of the Senator from Alabama merely to 
correct the language that it may be appropriate, 
he is in error; the word ** harbor’’ is more appro- 
priate than * landing.’? The people of Lowa can 
secure a landing on the opposite side of the island 
which has been named. 

{ might correct him in another respect also. 
The owners of that island would derive a greater 
advantage from a defeat of this measure, than 
from the adoption of the proposition of the com- 
mittee. If the Government fail to improve that 
harbor, the inlets from the Mississippi river will 
be filled up, and the entire body of that island 
will become city property; so that the owners of 
the island have a direct interest in the defeat of 
this measure. 

Mr. CLAY. Ihave looked into the topography 
of this place called a harbor, and I have made 


It isa partof the water 


| ask for the yeas and nays on | 


| 


I desire to state merely,that | 
this is a harbor within the definition given by the | 


al 


1onorable Senator from South Carolina to | 





some inquiry at the War Department as to the 
character of this improvement. I will state my 
information, briefly, to the Senate. I had it in 


{ 


writing, but I have mislaid it, and cannot now || 


read it; but I will state it accurately, and then 


the Senate may judge whether this can properly | 


be termed a harbor. 

There are two small islands which lie immedi- 
ately in front of the town of Dubuque, which is 
on the west side of the Mississippi river. The 


difficulties heretofore experienced in getting up | 
to Dubuque through the passes between those | 


islands and the mainland caused a canal to be 
cut through one of these islands. That, as I un- 


derstand, has become obstructed, and cannot now | 


be passed. There is a great difficulty at low stages 


of the water in reaching the town of Dubuque at 


all, and vessels have to lie outside of those islands, 
at least those of heavy draught. Now, the pur- 
pose of this improvement is really to make the 
landing at Dubuque accessible. It is either to 
open an artificial channel, or to deepen one of the 
natural channels by which the town is approached 
between the island and the mainland. The prop- 


osition has been made to the Department by pri- | 
vate landholders owning one of these islands, to | 
fill up the space between that island and the main | 


land, with a view of deepening the channel be- 
tween the other passes. 


As lam informed, it was | 


proposed at one time, that, if the Government || 
would expend $1,500 towards filling up one pass, | 
and uniting the island with the main land, they | 
would, by private contributions, complete the | 
work; and I believe that, if Congress were to lie | 
still and not throw this bounty upon the people || 


of Dubuque, the private landholders interested 
in this improvement would make it by a bare 
expenditure on the part of the Government of 
$1,500. 

Now, sir, I say that, from the information I 
have received at the War Department, the pur- 


I 


pose of this improvement is to make the landing || 
| Douglas, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Mason, Pearce, Reid, 


at Dubuque accessible to vessels, by either deep- 
ening the natural channel, or by opening an arti- 
ficial channel. It is not for the purpose of a re- 
treat, as itis called, or a place of refuge for vessels 


from the ice, but it is in order to get at or to the | 


town. I dare say that if the space between these 
islands were filled up, and the town extended out 
to the main channel of the stream, 1t would be a 


greater Improvement than that which is now con- | 


templated, and then it would be literally a fulfill- 
ment of the idea of making a landing there. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. 1 will only remark, in 
answer to my friend from Alabama, that the city 


hundred thousand dollars for the very purpose 


' of Dubuque has expended between fifty and one | 


of deepening this slough, in order that boats may | 


enter into the harbor. I know that the city of 
Dubuque has made contracts with two compa- 
nies, one styled the Seventh Street Improvement 


Company, and the other the Jones Street Im- | 


provement Company, in order to carry out the 
streets to the main island, to fill up the space be- 
tween the islands, and keep open the two sloughs 
above highwater mark. When the river gets 
high now, the islands become overflowed, and 
ihe water becomes stagnant, and the city un- 
healthy. 
two companies for filling up all the spaces between 
the islands. The suggestion was made last year 


| by the distinguished Senator from Illinois, [Mr. 


Dove as,] when he was there. The people of 


Dubuque have come to the determination of fill- 


ing up these islands and the sloughs adjacent to | 


them outside of the harbor, and adjoining the har- 


| bor, so as to prevent sickness and disease coming 


amongst them. The city has, I believe, expended 


nearly $100,000—I cannot recollect the precise 
sum, but 1 know more than $50,000. My prop- 
erty, like that of all other citizens, has been taxed 


| to pay for it. 


Mr. MASON. Will the Senator inform us 
what the population of Dubuque is? 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. 
teen and seventeen thousand. 

Mr. MASON. Then, as I understand it, this 
is an appropriation to clear out a deposit made 
by the Missiesion river at the town of Dubuque, 
or between that town and the islands which lie 
opposite it. Now, what earthly difference can 
there be between an appropriation to remove the 
mud or the deposit of a river in front of Dubuque, 
and removing it here in the docks of Baltimore or 


The city has therefore contracted with | 


It is now between six- | 
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the docks of Norfolk? That is to be done y 
an appropriation to improve or make a harbor a; 
Dubuque! A harbor, as I understand it, though 
I may be mistaken in nautical phrase, as jt is a 
nautical term, means a place of security—_ 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa. Security for what? 
Mr. MASON. For ships or vessels that nayj. 
gate the bay or the ocean, as the case may hy. 
but if they wanta place of security on the head 
waters of the Mississippi river, where this towy 
of Dubuque is, it isa misnomer, a misapplication 
of the term harbor. Therefore, the amendment 


pon 


| proposed by the Senator from Alabama struck 


me as acorrect one. It is for the landing at Dy. 
buque—to clear away the mud and obstructions 
at the landing in Dubuque. 
Mr. JONES, of lowa. That is not the fact, 
Mr. MASON. If it is upon a navigable riyoy 


| it cannot be a harbor within the nautical meanings 


of the term. ’ 


Again: if there is at this point a population of 
seventeen thousand, with the enormously increas. 
ing emigration which is constantly going to this 
region, I cannot imagine what sort of a spirit 
possesses the people represented by the honorable 
Senator, who can come here and ask for an ap- 
propriation almost actually to remove the ashes 


| from their own hearths. It is really equivalent to 


a demand of that sort. But it seems to me we 
have opened sluices of expenditure here, and in- 
stead of harbors properly so called upon the bays, 
upon the lakes, or upon the ocean, harbors are 
to be found now upon the head waters of the 
current streams of the country, and mud is to 
be cleared away from wharves where there is a 
population of seventeen thousand, a rich popula- 
tion, growing richer every day, and they come to 
the public Treasury and ask for an appropriation, 

The question being taken on Mr. Cray’s 


) amendment by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 


15, nays 20; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Biggs, Brown, Butler, Cass, Clay, 


Slidell, Toombs, and Weller—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of 
Tennessee, Bright, Collamer, Crittenden, Dodge, Fessen- 
den, Fish, Foot, Foster, Harlan, James, Jones of Iowa, 
Seward, Thomson of New Jersey, Trumbull, Wade, 


| Wilson, and Wright—20. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. CLAY. I beg leave now to submit what 
I mislaid and have recovered by the aid of a friend 


| —the statement from the War Department of the 
| chawacter of this improvement; and [ ask the at- 


tention of Senators who are not predetermined to 


| vote for the bill right or wrong, that they may 


see how far I am sustained in what I have asserted. 
According to this statement, there are in front of 
the town of Dubuque, two islands extending for 
a distance of six or seven hundred yards. ‘The 


| depth of the channel of the river varies from ten 


to twenty feet, while that of the sloughs commu- 
nicating with the so-called harbor is limited to 
two feet, so that boats drawing more than two 
feet cannot enter. The minimum channel of the 
Mississippi above and below Dubuque, at ex- 
treme low water, is four feet. The first appro- 


|| priation was made June 15, 1844, when Iowa was 





a Territory, and amounted to $7,500, ‘* provided, 
upon due examination and survey, under the di- 


rection of the Se@retary of War, it shall appear 


| town front. 





| In the very act of appropriation ori 


that a permanent improvement can be accom- 
plished and completed for this sum, so as to admit 
the landing of steamers of the largest class nav- 
igating the river, at the town of Dubuque, at all 
seasons of the year.”’ . 
There is proof vositive of what I have said. 
ginally passed 
for this improvement, it was stated to be to ac- 
complish the very purpose I have asserted here: 
** to effect the landing of steamers of the largest 
class navigating the river atthe town of Dubuque 
at all seasons of the year.’? The examination 
and survey were made under the direction of 
Captain Cram, topographical engineer, in 1844. 
He suggested three plans: first, to make such 
cuts and excavations as would give the channel 
four feet depth at extreme low water along the 
Second, to cut a channel] from the 
town across the island to the main channel in 
the river, and in connection with it to build a 
causeway from the town to the outer island; 


| and third, to build a bridge or causeway from 


the town to the main channel. Here again it 
will be seen from the report that I am fully sus- 
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tained in my assertion, that the purpose of this 
appropriation 1s either to deepen the natural chan- 
- i. so as to effect a landing at the town of Du- 
buque, or make an artificial one through one of 
these islands. , 

The statement says that the estimated cost of 
all these plans exceeded the amount appropri- 
ated, and none were permanent except those pro- 
nani? bridge or causeway, which, by itself, 
“ould hardly be considered a harbor work. The | 
plan approved was one of the modified seeond 
class plans, to cut a channel from the river to the 
outer island, and dredge a channel from the term- 
ination of this cut through the outlet to the main 
channel of the river. This shows that the very 
plan which has been begun has been to achieve 
the purpose, as I stated, of effecting a landing 
at Dubuque. In 1852-53 this plan was mod- 
ified in consequence of reported changes in the 
main channel of the river. In July, 1854, the 
subject having been referred to the board of en- 
gineers, they reported in favorof building a solid 
causeway from the town to the outer island, just 
below the outlet, and some of the money then un- 
expended was applied toward this object. When 
the first appropriation was made, this town was 
entirely inaccessible to steamboats navigating the 
Mississippi atlow water. To maintain a suitable 
communication between the town and river chan- 
nel will require a constant expenditure. With 
equal propriety appropriations might be made for 
removing mud from wharves in all the cities of 
the United States, or extending their wharves into 
deep water. Any argument in favor of this im- 
provement would equally ‘apply to any other 
landing place along the Mississippi river. 

Now, sir, this statement of the character of the 
work sustains me fully, that itis to effect a land- 
ing place for boats at Dubuque, which cannot get 
in because of the want of depth of water in the 
naturalchannel; and thatit is to achieve it in one 
of two ways—either by deepening the natural 
channel, or cutting an artificial one. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Is not that the object 
of the appropriation for Chicago, for Michigan 
City, for Milwaukee, for Racine, for Southport, 
for all the improvements contemplated on Lake | 
Michigan and on Lake Erie? That is exactly the 
object. The boats cannot land at Chicago. Nei- 
ther steam nor sail-boats could ever have got into 
the port of Chicago but for such an appropriation 
as that which I am now asking. Itis for the pur- 
pose of enabling steamboats to land at the town, 
instead of landing at the outer island, where they 
cannot get access. 

Mr. CLAY. Exactly; it is to effect a landing, 
not to make a harbor. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The difference between this 
and a harbor at Chicago, or any other point on 
the lakes, is to be found in the fact that a vessel 
cannot land at an open pier on the lakes during a 
storm, because there it will go ashore and dash 
to pieces. For that reason, on the lakes, a place 
of refuge is called a harbor, because you want to 
get into a position that protects you against a 
storm, where a vessel can lie in safety until the 
storm is over; otherwise it must go to the bot- 
tom. But when you come to a river, the idea of 
a harbor is to my mind preposterous, because a 
vessel is safe anywhere in a river, a thousand 
miles above or a thousand miles below its mouth, 
or at any intermediate point. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Were they safe in St. 
Louis and Cincinnati last spring when the ice | 
broke up? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If you want protection | 
against the ice, none of these appropriation bills | 
remedy the evil at all. I must be frank with my | 
friend from Iowa. 1 dislike to disoblige him or | 
Vote against him, but I can perceive no more rea- 
son for an appropriation of this kind at Dubuque 
than at any other steamboat landing on the Mis- 
Sissippi or any of its tributaries. 

_ The misfortune with many of our towns there 
is, that there is asand-bar in front, which embar- 
rasses us in landing a steamboat against the shore 
in low water. It becomes a matter of importance 
often to get rid of a sand-bar; butit is one of the 
misfortunes of the town site. One man gets a 
site that has no such sand-bar in front; another 
gets one that has; there isa rivalry between them, 
and the one that has the best site is the most‘ 
likely to get the town. But what importance is | 
% to the nation whether the town shall be one | 


| 
| 
| 
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one mile lower down? for if you cannot land at 
one point, you will be sure to land at another. 


i If you find it impossible to land at Dubuque, you 
| 


can go a short distance above, where the channel 
runs against the bank, and there you can have a 
landing. It is a matter of importance to the own- 
ers of town lots, whether the business shall be 
done there, or a mile or two above, or a mile or 
two below; but it is a matter of no importance to 
the navigation of the river, at what particular 


point it shall be done. 


Again, we were told that $7,000 was going to 
finish the work, when it began. How much are 
you asking for now? 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. 
lars. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Howmuch have we appro- 
priated between the $7,000 appropriation and this 
one of $15,000? 

Mr. STUART. 
1852. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 


Fifteen thousand dol- 


Fifteen thousand dollars in 


The $7,000 was going to 


| finish it, and then, when you spent that, youap- 


propriated twice as much, and now you want 
twice the amount of the original appropriation to 
finish it. The truth is, it never will be finished: 
for the fact is, that every time a flood rises in that 
river it runs over these little islands and makes 


| deposits of sand in the very channel that you 


are going to dig out. You make a pool there to 
catch all the sand that comes down; and you may 
clear it out every year until doomsday, but you 
will never get it finished. My opinion is, that 
you will never have a landing there, until you 
fill up the very channel you are talking of, to the 


| outer island, and make your landing there: and 
| cut down some of the high hills of Dubuque—and 


they have them high enough there—and take the 
earth to fill up to the outer island. Do that, and 
you can sell the land made by the improvement, 
for five times as much as the cost of the improve- 


; ment, and then you will have a permanent land- 
| ing forever. 


| allow the Government of the 


if | were a citizen of Dubuque, I would not 
United States to 
come there and dig that hole any deeper, because 


| it will take more to fill it up, and you must fill it 


up before you ean ever have a good landing. If 
you get this money, you had better expend it 
in filling up the harbor, and do it so that it will 
remain filled up, and put an end to the contro- 
versy, instead of trying to scoop out a little slough 
that will fill up at every rise of the river. 

This appropriation and the one formerly at St. 


| Louis, stood ona different footing from any others 


on the whole river, and they will bring in aclass 
that is innumerable. The result is to make this 
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| mile higher up, where there is a good landing, or 


| Government furnish wharves or landings for | 


steamboats. The Senator from Missouri knows 
very well that we appropriated $50,000 at one 


time, $75,000 at another, perhaps $150,000 on an- || 


| other occasion, to make the water run against the 
bank at St. Louis, so as to keep a deep channel | 


there; and the more we tried it the more the water 
would not run there. 


Every time we made a 


wing-dam from Bloody Island, so as to force the | 


water to shoot against that bank, the water was 
opposite, and shot around the other end of the 


wing-dam, carried away a part of the island, | 


and left a pile of rocks for steamboats to run 
against. Hence, I say, every time you expended 
money (and you went on until you spent hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars) to get a landing 
for St. Louis, you made it worse until you aban- 
doned it. 
of it and filled up on the other side of the island, 
and left but one place for the channel, and it stayed 
there. But every dollar you spent for the land- 
ing of St. Louis made it worse; and every dollar 
you have spent on your landing at Dubuque has 
made it worse, I think. I ask the Senator from 
lowa if it has not? 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
claim now is not to remove obstructions which 
the Government has put there? 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. 
there is an obstruction there. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Iam really of the impression 
that the Government has injured the landing of 
Dubuque. 
appropriation on the ground that the Government 


I think it has not. 


Then the city of St. Louis took hold | 


Iask the Senator if his best | 


If the Senator put his claim for an | 
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there, to my mind there would be some appear- 
ance of justice in it; but on no other grounds can 
I see that he has any semblance of claim for this 
appropriation. If this system is to prevail, | 
shall feel bound to ask for appropriations to clear 
out the entrance to Galena, to remove the sand- 
bars at the upper end of the town of Rock Island, 
and remove the sand-bar at the upper part of the 
town of Oquawka, and the sand-bar at the island 
in front of Quincy; and so on for every litle town 
on the Ohio, the Mississippi, the Lilinois, and all 
the other rivers. If we are to make landings for 
towns, there will be no end to thenumber. This 
appropriation is simply to construct a landing to 
make a town accessible to boats, either by extend- 


ing the 


land out to the bed of the river, or bring- 
ing the water up to the town. | hope my friend 
from Iowa will not push the claim. It can 
sanctioned without providing for five hundred 
towns on the 
ely. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. I will ask my friend 


from Lllinois, if the Government of the United 


Western Waters with equal propri- 


States had gone to Galena, under an appropriation 
to survey Fever river, with a view to its improve- 
ment, (and it wants more than my town does, | 
admit,) during the territorial government of Lli- 
nois, and they had stopped up the mouth of Fever 
river, as a great many people think ought to be 
done, with a view of building a canal through the 
portage, would he not require the United States 
either to remove the obstruction, or to complete the 
canal at the portage? That is all I ask for now. 

Il said yesterday that the Government had 
stopped up the Megary slough, which was the 
main entrance to the town of Dubuque, and com 
menced cutting a channel through Bass Island; 
and they must now either complete the channel 
through Bass Island, which they commenced to 
cut, or remove the obstructions, and make Me- 
gary slough as it was in the beginning. This is 
a single case standing by itself, and there is no 
similar one that can be pres nted in the United 
States. It isa work that was commenced in the 
Territory of lowa during the territorial gov- 
ernment, when the United States had a right to 
do as they pleased with it—when all the islands, 
and the town itself, and the country back of the 
town, be longed to the United States. The United 
States enhanced the value of their own property 
by commencing this improvement. My friend is 
mistaken very much in saying that we can geta 
landing at any other point as well as at this. We 
cannot get a landing at any other point within 
three miles of Dubuque, even according to the 
report of the War Department, read by the Sen- 
ator from Alabama. I do not know from whom 
that document comes. Does it come from the 
Secretary of War? 

Mr. CLAY. It comes from the Department. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. I want to know whether 
the Secretary sanctions it. 

Mr. CLAY. I think he does. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Very well; then 1 will 
say—and I pledge my word for it—that the Sec- 
retary, only the day before yesterday, told me 
that he intended, last winter, and agreed that he 
would carry out this embankment on the south 
side of the slough, which was partially filled up 
by the Government, by making a contract to 
bring the earth from the hills spoken of by the 
Senator from Illinois, which | favor myself as 


| the best mode of improving our harbor. Colonel 


Long reported, in the book which | had before 
me yesterday, that the ferry slough ought to be 
dredged out, and more of the earth thrown on 
this embankment, which the Secretary had di- 


| rected to be done. When that is done, there will 


be an entrance to our harbor, which is a protec- 
tion to vessels, as I have already said two or 
three times. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not wish to prolong 
the discussion, or occupy time; but the Senator 
from Iowa now puts the justification of this 
claim on a ground that has more plausibility. 
He asks whether, if the Government of the 


| United States had filled up the mouth of Fever 
No, sir, it is not; but || 


river, with a view of cutting a channel across 
the bend, so as to make an entrance to Galena, 
and after filling up the river had faile d to open 
the channel, we should not have a claim for an 
Rep I answer, that if the Government 


| did it for its own purposes—for some purpose 


ought to remove the obstructions which they put |! specified in the Constitution, as building a rort 
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for military defense—it would be a clear- case; 
but if we asked them to do that originally, and 
made that a foundation for another appropria- 
tion, | should doubt our right to an appropria- 
tiou. I suppose the Government did not ol Its 
own option go and make the first appropriation 
of 47,000 for Dubuqui . I presume the energetic 
and thorough-going Delegate from that Territory 
urged it, and got it through. The good feeling 
that was extended to him, and the confidence in 
his opinions, enabled him to get it; and then came 
another and another appropriation; and each 
time you touched the landing you made it worse, 
and I suppose that each time you ever touch it 
again you will make it worse, and there never 
will be an end of these appropriations. This 
thing of improving landings for towns is a& per- 
petual business; it never ceases, You have to 
get your landings at every river town each year, 
as long as time shall roll around, if this system 
continues, 

W hile our friends at St. Louis were getting their 
large amounts of money from us to make a land- 
ing accessible fora steamboat, they charged steam- 
boats from three dollars to five or ten dollars 
every time they landed against it. [ suppose our 
friends at Dubuque charge the steamboats for 
Janding there every time they stop. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. We do not charge the 
Government boats. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. But you charge every steam- 
boat that runs on that river for landing against 
this very quay which you are making accessible 
by public money. In other words, we make an 
improvement for them to collect tolls on. Now, 
l should like to know why the moneys collected 
at that landing from steamboats stopping against 
it, should not be expended in making the landing ? 
There is nota town on all the western waters that 
does not collect tolls or tonnage duties, or wharf- 
age duties—I care not for the name—from every 
boat that touches it. It is the case at Cincinnati, 
Louisville, Pittsburg, St. Louis, Memphis, New 
Orleans, Dubuque, Quincy—every where the boat 
touches the town officer comes out and says, 
** Here, | want toll for landing against our quay.’ 
Now why should not that money make your 
landing? Why collect money out of the Treasury 
of the United States to make landings for little 
towns, and then allow the towns tocollect tolls and 
eppy the money for their own purposes. 

My opinion is, that this system will not hold 
water. I think it is not defensible on any princi- 
ple of public policy. 1 am sorry the question 
arises ona case presented by my friend from lowa, 
but I cannot, in conscience, vote for his appropri- 
ation after the means which I have had to observe 
the workings of this plan. 

Mr. BUTLER. [| am very glad that this point 
is touched upon; for it discloses what | did not 
know before. I recollect that, the other day, my 
friend from Missouri | Mr. Geyer] contended that 
the reason why it should exclusively devolve on 
the Federal Government to make appropriations 
for the improvement of the Mississippi river and 
its tributaries was, that a State or a combination 
of States might impose tolls in such a way as to 
imterfere with the freedom of navigation. 
understood him, that was his proposition. Now 
it appears to be the usage to collect tolls. [tis a 
part of the plan to get our money to make an 


improvement, and then charge everybody that || 
uses it, Thatis about the proposition. They call |’ 


it “ wharfage,’’ and they call this a “ harbor.” 
~ 4 : . 
Can you, by a change of name, bring anything 


within the sphere of legislation? Lask my friend, | 


{Mr. Poer,| if he were to issue a writ of assump- 


sit inside, and mark it trover outside, would that | 
mike it trover? No, sir, When I get at the facts, 


this is to benefit and improve the local residences 


of gentlemen—absolutely to improve the real | 
estate of Dubuque—by taking our money to cut | 


out the channel, and then charge us for it. They 
say they do not charge the Government. The 
improvement is forthe benefit of their commerce, 


and they ought to be glad to have everybody go | 


there without paying toll. The other day, Iwas 


tald by the honorable Senator from Missouri, that |' 
it would be uaconstitutional for any number of 


States to enter into a league to collect tolls from 


ships or vessels going up and down the Missis- | 


sippt; now, 1 understand it is a common habit. 
Mr, PUGH. The Senator is mistaken. They 


’ 


| the work? 


As [ | 


| moved it, and the money was thrown away. 
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| not charge for touching the wharf; but for stay- 


ing at the wharf for a certain length of time. 
Mr. BUTLER. Is there such a thing as a 
whole city charging for wharfage? Do not indi- 
viduals have their own wharves? That is the 
case with us. 
Mr. PUGH. 
charge for them. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. It is claimed, I think, by 
our western people, that the right of wharfage, 
even on individual property, belongs to the city, 
and not to the individuals. If I own a wharf lot 
the local government collects tolls for landing 
against my lot; | may collect additional ones if I 
can, but they get their wharfage for landing, be- 
cause, they say, the landing belongs to the town | 
and the money collected must go into the town 
treasury. 
Mr. BUTLER. I merely wish to call attention 
to this flagrant inconsistency. At one time my 
friend from Missouri contends that it is uncon- 
stitutional for a number of States to undertake to 
control the navigation of the Mississippi, because 
they cannot impose tolls; and here I understand 
it is the common habit to do it, and they contend 
they have a right to do it. Well, sir, if one State 
has the right to do it, two States have the right, 
and five States might agree to do the same thing. 
lam told it 1s nothing but wharfage. That 1s 
what I call an argument of refuge behind a name. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment made yesterday as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
and was read the third time. On its passage, 
Mr. BIGGS called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered; and being taken resulted— 
yeas 12, nays 29; as follows: 


So it is with us; and they do 


YEAS—Messrs. Collamer, Dodge, Foot, Foster, Geyer, 
Harlan, James, Jones of lowa, Seward, Wade, Wilson, | 
and Wright—12. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of Ten- | 
nessee, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Butler, | 
Cass, Clay, Crittenden, Douglas, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, | 
Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, | 
Mason, Pearce, Pugh, Reid, Slidell, Stuart, Toombs, Trum- 
bull, Weller, and Yulee—29. 


So the bill was rejected. 


HARBOR OF MICHIGAN CITY. 
The bill (S. No. 153) to continue the improve- | 


| ment of the harbor of Michigan City, Indiana, 


was read a second time, and-considered as in 


Committee of the Whole. It appropriates $19,000 || 


for the harbor of Michigan City, Indiana. 

Mr. HUNTER. If there isany report in that | 
case, I should like to hear it. How much has | 
been expended, and what will it take to finish 
[ think this is one of the cases refer- | 
red to by the Senator from Illinois, in which the 
sand filled up as fast as it was taken away. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


| amendment. 


Mr. HUNTER 
port and no estimate. 

Mr. CASS. 
mates year after year. 

Mr. MASON. In the absence of information | 
on this subject, which is very manifest, | move 


I understand there is no re- 


| to lay the bill on the table; and ask for the yeas | 


and nays. 

Mr. STUART. Here is the information. 

Mr. MASON. I withdraw the motion. 

Mr. CASS. I can state from my own knowl- 
edge, officially and personally, that there have | 
been eee for this harbor for many | 

ears. I think it was among the earliest works. 

t was a difficult position in the point of the lake | 


which was the most dangerous on Lake Michigan. || 


Vessels ran aground there all the time, and it was | 
exceedingly difficult to get out. 


the creek, «nd then there was an effort for a break- 
water; and year after year an estimate has been 
made, and appropriations made, and the work is 
going on. lunderstand that now there isa pretty 
good harbor. 

Mr. HUNTER. I may be mistaken, but [ | 
thought the Senator from Illinois said the other | 
day that the sand accumulated as fast as we re- 





Mr. CASS. The honorable Senator is mis- 


'taken with respect to the present state of the || 
| work. 


do uot charge for navigating the river; they do '' all the lakes. The honorable Senator from Illi- | doing. 


It is one of the most necessary works on | 


There have been detailed esti- || 


At first an effort || 
was made to make the harbor at the mouth of || 


_ August §, 


' nois will agree with me in that. I think 
a tolerable access to the harbor for vessels now 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I was not aware tha: Lal 
luded to Michigan City in my remarks the othe, 
day. I did not intend to allude to it. It = 
New Buffalo of which I spoke. There jg ,. 
point on the whole of Lake Michigan wh, ve 
iarbor of refuge is more necessary than at M 
gan City—the very head of the lake. I will Say 
furthermore, that | have great doubt mysel? 
whether the sand will not fill it up, and whether 
you can make a harbor. My private opinion. 
which I did not intend to express if it had po, 
been drawn out, is, that you will never suceped 
in making it. My opinion is, also, that there .. 
no point where a harbor cf refuge is more neede, 
than Michigan City. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator from Illinois has 
anticipated in part what I intended saying. Thj 
is the only harbor within the limits of the Sta 
of Indiana, and is a most important point 
Whether it can be made, with all the money tha 


there ls 


. a 
ich}. 


|| we can appropriate, such a refuge for vessels a; 


is needed, is an open question, and | am Willing 
to admit is somewhat uncertain, but 1 contend 
that it is the duty of the General Government to 
try. The importance of the point can be ascer. 
tained by looking at the reports from time to time 
made by different officers, who have, under the 
order of Congress, made surveys and reports upon 
our lake navigation. We have already spent 
about one hundred thousand dollars. The amount 
here proposed to be given is entirely insufficient, 
It should be $50,000; and if I felt sure the Senate 
| would second the effort, I should move to increase 
the amount, for the reason that I do not believe 
$20,000 will be of any material service  [ will, 
| sir, with a view of getting at the sense of the 
Senate, move to increase the amount to $57,300, 
being the amount last estimated for, and necessary 
to place the work in the condition that the wants 
of commerce demand. 
Mr. CLAY. Ihave the estimates furnished by 
the local agent, Mr. Bowes, upon which this re- 
| port was made to the Senate, and the sum whieh 
the Senator from Indiana asks is very far from 


|| being adequate to the completion of the work, 


| Mr. Bowes’s estimate, made in 1853, was, that it 
would require $301,000 to complete the work. 
One hundred thousand dollars, itis manifest, will 
| not complete it if he be correct in his estimate. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I was in the chair when the 
question as to Mr. Bowes’s capacity and capa- 
bility for this service was raised, and I will now 
do what I ought to have done then. | know Mr. 
Bowes. He is a constituent of mine; a highly 
intelligent gentleman. He isa graduate of West 
Point, and has been connected with public works 
for many years past; has been stationed at the 
point proposed to be improved by this bill, Michi- 
| gan City, and during his service has been engaged 
in superintending other improvements under the 
direction of the Secretary of War. There is no 
gentleman with whom I am acquainted, connected 
with this branch of the public service, in whose 
integrity and judgment | have more confidence. 
I am quite sure that, when the Senator from Ala- 
bama alluded to Mr. Bowes in a former debate, 
he did not know anything of the character and 
standing of the gentleman of whom he spoke, or 
he would not have alluded to Mr. Bowes in the 


/ manner he did. 


Mr. President, this appropriation is not in- 
tended to build up a harbor for commercial put- 
| poses. Itis not to benefit Michigan City. [tis 
not for the purpose of increasing the commerce 
on the lakes, but it is intended, as the Senator 
from Michigan [Mr. Cass] has said, and knows 
very well, as a harbor for refuge. There is, per- 
haps, no point on the lake east of Chicago more 
| important than Michigan City; and the interest 
ing feature in this case is to ascertain whether, 
with the appropriation of any sum of money, & 
| harbor of safety can be made here, or whether, 
as suggested by the Senator from Illinois, the 
constant action of the water will not throw the 
sand in to such an extent as to prevent making 
the channel deep enough for any length of time 
to receive the vessels that navigate the lake. The 
judgment of Mr. Bowes, and others, who have 
made the necessary examinations at this point, 
is, that a good and safe he-bor can be made by 
extending the pier into the lake, as they are now 
f I were left to the dictates of my ow" 
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‘»ndement, as a Senator from the 
| would rather say take nothing, than $20,000. 
This sum will merely commence the work, but 
; carry it forward to the point of comple- 


ry ‘something very desirable. I move an 
aie ndment increasing the amount to $57,309, 
helieving itto be my duty, under the circum- 
stances, to do 80; and I shall be glad to have the 
yote of the Senate upon it. J 

Mr. CLAY. I have no personal acquaintance 
at all with Mr. Bowes. At is true he is a grad- 
uate of West Point, but it is equally true that he 
eraduated there in 1815, before any school of 
civil engineering was established; and hence I 
was correct in saying that he had not been edu- 
cated as a civil engineer. Because he had not 
received that education, I questioned his capacity 
for this work. As some corroboration of my 
opinion of his capacity for the work, [ will state 
that he estimates as requisite to complete this im- 
provement $310,000, but the board of topegraph- 
ical engineers who supervised the estimates and 
examined the place, report that $77,619 will com- 
pl te it. sa ‘ ‘ 

Mr. TOOMBS. Itis clear that the informa- 
tion on this point is very imperfect. Itis equally 
clear from that defective information, that it is a 
doubtful question whether your money will not 
be thrown away; judging from what is said by 


Senators in the vicinity and those who have seen 


it, that seems to be rather the best opinion. We 
have got the estimate of Mr. Bowes, who seems 
to have certified to them all. He seems to be 
very handy at that business, at all events, what- 
ever may be his qualifications. It would be no 
particular recommendation to me to know that he 
craduated at West Point. ldo not accept that as 
a qualification for engineering, because there are 
agreat many ignorant people on that subject,who 
have graduated at that school. 

3ut it is very certain that we have, as I say, 
defective information, and it is by no means cer- 
tain that the weight of information is not against 
the work. We also know, from the testimony 
of Senators, that $200,000 have been expended, 
and we do not know whether, to any extent, any 
good has been done, because of the $200,000 
having been expended. It is admitted to be a 


= 


doubtful question, whether all the money you 


ry 
| 


State of Indiana, | 


| cost of the breakwater, as modifed............. $77,619 90 
Deduct present appropriation ............ 0.0005 20,000 00 
Leaves a balance of..... eewetbecas oe ecce cece cee cQusore OO 


Which being divided into three years, there will be required 
for each year $19,206 63; orsay,asin the margin, 319,000.” 


There is the information clear and specific. | 


7 " : : jeer 
That is the information on which the committee 


'acted. That is the amount appropriated in the 
| bill. The board asked that the amount of 
| $57,716 70 be divided into three years, acting on 
the ground that $19,000 is as large a sum as can 
‘be profitably expended in one year; but if you 
| were to adopt the amendment offered by the Sen- 
| ator from Indiana, and appropriate §50,000, | 
would rather suggest to him to take the estimate 
| of $57,619 90. That is the exact amount re- 
| quired to complete this work. That would be 
the only difference on the question presented to 
| the Senate of taking the committee’s bill or the 
amendment. 
| Mr. SEWARD. I am in favor of the passage 
| of this bill, and therefore I shall not make a 
speech for it; but I wish to say that I have been 
familiar with the commerce of the lake for a creat 
many years, and I was quite surprised this morn- 
ing to hear any question about whether Michigan 
city was a place where a harbor was desired, or 
a place where there was any doubt of a harbor 
being possibly constructed. But I wish to sug- 


|| gest to the honorable Senator from Indiana, that 


{ think he would do well to accept the appropri- 
ation which is reported by the committee, which 
is based on the general principle on which they 
have acted in regard to these bills, and withdraw 
his amendment, and let the bill stand. 

| Mr. BRIGHT. 


amendment I did, to reach the amount named by 


|| the board of engineers in their estimate, and 


may put there will be effective for any purpose | 


whatever. [tseems to me that prudent men—Sen- 
ators, if managing their own business, would not 
make such an expenditure, until they examined 
the place and saW its propriety. Admitting the 
propriety, the constitutionality, and the expedi- 
ency and the high necessity of a harbor of refuge 
in the neighborhood, they would certainly, as 
prudent men, wait for a thorough and scientific 


examination, the best one they could get, and | 


then appropriate means adequate to the end. As 
the Senator from Indiana very properly says, you 
are simply throwing away $20,000 on the prin- 
ciple that $20,000 is not much money anyhow; 
and, practically, that is necessary, in order to 
give Indiana a share. I see no other reason for 
this appropriation. 

Mr. STUART. Iam not going into the dis- 
cussion of this subject, but only intend to do 
Just enough to show that the information on this 


subject is accurate, that the bill has not been. 


reported without resorting to it, and that it is 
clear. The difference alluded to by the Senator 
from Alabama, between the report of Mr. Bowes, 
and that agreed to by the board, is simply caused 
by the length of the pier proposed by him. He 
proposed to carry it out to a point where there is 


a clay bottom, and twenty-five feet of water. | 
They propose to restrict it, and give a less amount || 


of water; and as the cribs are restricted they cost 
less money. This report is not very lengthy, 
but its reading would take up too much time. 
The board says: 


“In this report the board emphatically expresses its dis- 
Sent from the character of the mole or breakwater < struc- 
ture which was to be founded in twenty feet water, and 
to rise eight feet above the surface of the lake ;’ and con- 
cludes by the opinion, ‘that the recommendation of the 
agentin this structure should not be approved, but that he 
be required to carry out the plan adopted for this harbor, 

y commencing at a central point with the usual crib-work, 
and continue it in either direction, as far as the available 
means will justify.’ *? 


It then goes on to speak of the plan, and gives 
the estimates: 


hoped the Senate would see the propriety of con- 
curring in opinion with me; but as it would be 
something of a departure from the rule laid down 
| by the Senate since acting upon this class of im- 


for a length of one thousand and ninety feet, being the 


1 intended, in offering the | 
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| provements at this session, I will not insist upon | 


it. I must repeat, however, I do not approve this 
policy of half doing whatever is worth doing well; 
and this is the principle upon which we are acting 
in passing these various bills for the improvement 
of western lakes and rivers. 

I withdraw the amendment. 

The bill waseordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, and was read a third time. 

Mr. MASON. 
the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
| taken, resulted—yeas 25, nays 15; as follows: — 


| 


YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, Bel) of 
Tennessee, Bright, Cass, Collamer, Crittenden, Dodge, 
Douglas, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Geyer. Harlan, 
James, Pugh, Sebastian, Seward, Stuart, Trumbull, Wade, 

| Weller, Wilson, and Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Biggs, 
Fitzpatrick, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Mallory, 
Mason, Reid, Thompson of Kentucky, and Toombs—15. 


So the bill was passed. 


HARBOR OF VERMILION. 
The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 


I call for the yeas and nays on 


Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Clay, | 


1935 


Mr. WADE. I will not accept the amend- 
ment, because it is not in accordance ,with the 
other harbor bills, by which appropriations have 
been made on Lake Erie, or any other lake. 

Mr. CLAY. The Senator is mistaken. I 
offered the amendment to several bills,and it was 
accepted 

Mr. WADE. Those harbors, however, were 
new works, where the bills were to construct har- 
bors for the firsttime. I believe, in every instance 
of that amendment being made, it was the case of 
anew harbor. This isan old harbor. It may be 
possible that this amount will complete it, but it is 
not so stated in the report. It will make all the 
repairs necessary which were contemplated by 
the engineer at the time of making the estimate. 
I hope the amendment will not be agreed to. 
This bill, standing on the same prineiple as the 
rest, | hope will receive the same judgment from 
the Senate. 

Mr. CLAY. I offer the amendment. 

‘The amendment was not agreed to; there being 
on a division—ayes 13, noes 19. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed, 


STEAM DREDGE ON LAKE MICHIGAN. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Wenter,) 
The next bill on the Calendar is (S. No. 127) for 
the construction of the steam dredge for Lake 
Michigan. 

Mr. DODGE. I ask that that bill may be 
vassed over for the want of an estimate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
be laid aside informally if there be no objection. 
The Chair hears no objection. 


OHIO RIVER. 


The bill (S. No. 132) to provide for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Ohio river was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

The original bill introduced by Mr. Bropueap, 
proposed to appropriate $200,000 for the improve - 
mentof the navigation of the Ohio river, $100,000 
to be expended above the falls. It also provides 
that, so soon as the private stock in the Portland 
and Louisville canal should be paid to the sub- 
scribers out of the tolls, the President of the 
United States should appoint the proper officers 
to take possession of the canal on the part of 
the United States, and proposed to appropriate 
$25,000 per annum for its custody a manage - 
ment, 

The Committee on Commerce reported the bill 
with amendments; the first of which was to strike 
out ‘* $200,000,’ and insert ‘*$90,000,’’ and to 
strike out the provision limiting the expenditure 
to that part of the river above the falls. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
amend the second section relating to the Louis- 
ville and Portland canal, by striking out the 
clause: 


And the expense attending the custody and mannage- 
ment of the said canal and canal property shall be paid out 


| of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 


| mittee of the Whole, the bill (S. No. 134) to con- | 


tinue the improvement of the harbor of Ver- 
milion, Ohio, which appropriates $43,000. 
Mr. HUNTER. 
to this harbor? 
Mr. WADE. There isa report and estimate, 
and the bill is in accordance with them. 


|| reason that this is detached from the other bills 


for the Ohio harbors is merely because it was 
overlooked in making out the bills, and the com- 
| mittee did not readily find the report; but it is 
_ based on a full report, the same as all the rest of 
|them. It is an old work, and stands on the same 
| ground with all the other harbors on Lake Erie 
| that have been 


assed, 
| Mr. HUNTER. Is it supposed that this 


i amount will complete the harbor, or is it to be an 


} 
} 
} 
} 
; 
' 
} 


annual appropriation. 
Mr. WADE. 

that this amount will complete it, but neither the 

wes nor the bill says so. 

| Mr. CLAY. I offer this amendment, which 

| I hope the Senator from Ohio will accept: 


| 


| Provided, Said sum be found sufficient to complete said 


p \| work, and if not, no part of said sum shall be drawn from 
And for thirty-six and one third cribs, the number required || the Treasury. 


Is there any reportin regard 


The | 


| not exceeding the sum of $25,000 per annum ; and the said 
canal, after coming into the possession of the United States, 
shall be free from all tolls and charges whatever— 
and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 


And after said canal shall have come into the possession 
of the United States as aforesaid, such tolls shall be charged 
as will be sufficient to keep the same in repair and pay the 
expenses of taking care thereof. 

Mr. SEWARD. The Committee on Commerce 
did me the honor of referring this bill to me for 
my examination as a sub-committee, Generally, 
I knew that Mississippi reaches, by its long arm, 

| the Ohio, and its fingers, into the interior of the 


'| State of New York, through the State of Penn- 


sylvania; and that the State of New York was 


|| deeply interested in having the channel of the 


I suppose that itis estimated | 


Ohio free from all obstructions, and that the State 
| of Pennsylvania was even more interested. As 
the sum was a very large one, as originally pro- 
| posed—$200,000—I thought itexpedient to reduce 
that appropriation to the estimate for the present 
year, which is $90,000. Otherwise, the bill was 
| commended to me by the fact that it was intro- 
| duced into the Senate by the honorable Senator 
| from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bropneap,] whose con- 
servative regard for the Treasury, and soundness 
on the principle of internal improvements, accord - 
ing to the Democratic platforms and systems, are 
known to this House and this whole nation | 





1986 


have given to the bill also 


the form of an amend- 


ment, which seemed to be desired by the people | 


of the State of Ohio, a little lower down the 
stream than either New York or Pennsylvania; 
and for the merits of that amendment, I shall be 


obliged to call on the Senators from Ohio, while | 


J am sure that the honorable Senator from Penn- 
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way of civil engineers, than that of clearing out | 


| streams; especially those which are stopped up | 


|| with bars and sand. There is a case in my own 


sylvania will be more competent than myself to | 
explain, and defend and justify the bill which he 


introduced. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. As my friend from New 
York has alluded to me in his remarks, | desire 
to make one or two observations. I introduced 


this bill; but I did it under instructions, and I || 


shall vote for itunder instructions. My opinions 


known to the Senate, as the Senator from New 
York has stated. I need not repeat them. I will 
not consume time by saying anything more. 

The first amendment of the committee was 
agreed to, 

Mr. TOOMBS. I should like to know where 
this $90,000 is to be expended. It seems that the 
reach of the Ohio river, above the falls, is very 
great, and improvements may be needed for many 
hundreds of miles. If the money is to be scat- 
tered all along, I should like to know where, or 
for what purpose. Are we to appropriate a little 
in Ohio, a little in Pennsylvania, for New York 
‘o get the great benefit? I should like to under- 
stand for what portion of the river the appropri- 
«tion is intended, It gives a scope that leaves a 
very wide discretion. It may be for some ob- 
struction here, or a hundred miles off. It is a 
general appropriation. It may be spent within a 
hundred miles, or two hundred miles of the Mis- 
sissippi river, or it may be spent near Pittsburg. 
You miglit as well give to the Secretary of War, 
or somebody else, so many dollars to improve all 
the rivers. ‘The appropriation wants definiteness. 
In appropriating money from the public Treas- 
ury, it should be said what it is to be done for. 
Your estimates and surveys are made under the 
idea that the Senate will judge of them, and of 


the reasonableness of the improvement to be || 


done. 1 know that is a mistake; for there is no 
one that knows anything about it, or cares about 
it, so that he gets the money. If they proposed 


| surveys, and have a knowledge of some plan | 


to do it in the most absurd manner—in the most | 


ridiculous of all manners—if they proposed to dig 
down the falls, it would be a matter of no con- 
cern. I suppose the $90,000 is to be expended 
somewhere on the Ohio river, above the falls at 
Louisville. 

Mr. PUGH. 
falls. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 


falls.’* Let the Secretary read the bill as amended. 


The Secretary read the first section, as amend- || 


ed, as follows: 


That there be appropriated for the improvement of the | 


navigation of the Ohio river, out of any moneys in the || 


Treasury pot otherwise appropriated, $90,000 ; which sum | 


shall be expended in the improvement of the navigation of 
said river, 


Mr. TOOMBS. There is the difficulty. Some || berland dam? 


Senators may hold it as an excellent improvement || 


to remove the Cumberland dam. I have heard 
discussions from day to day in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, in regard to that dam—some saying 
it was a nuisance, and others that it was a very 
necessary thing. The whole $90,000 may be ap- 
propriated to taking down the Cumberland dam; 
or it may be for improving the shoals at the falls 
where the Louisville and Portland canal is; or it 
may be appropriated somewhere in the State of 
Pennsylvania. I say these indefinite appropria- 
tious really and substantially defeat the constitu- 
tional protection of the Treasury; for the bill 
does not say how the money is to be applied, or 
where, on a river extending hundreds of miles 
for navigation, with different obstructions, some 
snags, others shoals, others sand-bars, and others 
where there have been bad works heretofore. It 
is very important that we should know this if 
the Senate care anything about it; but I presume 
they do not, except to get the money. 

Mr. HUNTER. This bill is a matter of a 
gree deal of importance to those States which 
order upon the Ohio; and the mode in which 
the $90,000 is to be expended, is a matter of a 
great deal of importance. It may be so expended 
as to do a great deal of harm, or it may do some 
good. As I said the other day, I believe there is 


| up, not to pull it down. 
| works. 


| States agent and engineer of 


| provement,’ in a letter dated ‘* Office at Louis- | 
It does not confine it above the || 


| onel S. H. Long 


I thought it read *‘ above the | 


| from Georgia wants to know what it is for. 


of the Ohio. Many years ago the State improved 


| 
|| State, of the Kanawha river, which is atributary | 
it at a considerable expense. They undertook to | 


run wing-dams on the bar, and the consequence 
was that they injured it more than they aided it; 
and there is an application to the Virginia Legis- 
ture, asking either for more money to improve It 
upon better principles, or else to take away the 
Soettoctions. The river was better before than 
afterwards. I believe, sir, unless this improve- 


| ment is made in the bars of the Ohio river with | 
on the subject of internal improvements are well || 


a great deal of judgment, it will be worse after- 


| wards than before. 


3efore this money is appropriated, we ought to 
know where it is to be expended, and upon what 
plan it is to be expended. 2 
distinction (Mr. Ellett) has proposed that we | 
should make great dams in order to furnish the 
river with water in the summer season. 
engineers have thought that wing-dams should 
be put on the bars; but they differ, and we ought 
to provide that the expenditure shall be put under | 
the care of some person in whose judgment we 
have confidence; or we ought to know something | 
of the plan beforehand. | 

I cannot vote for the bill in any event; but if [ 
could, I should be unwilling to vote for this gen- 
eral and indefinite appropriation, unless I knew 
how the money was to be expended, for fear it | 
might increase the injury to the river in which 
my constituents have a deep interest. There are 


. . . . i 
certain bars in the river which may be cleared || 


out, and if cleared out will improve the navigation | 
very much. But it is a question with those upon 
the river how it should be done. As yet they 
have not been improved, and I am not willing to 
see the subject disposed of until we have a rec- 
ommendation from the proper Department, and 





upon which we may pronounce judgment. 
Mr. PUGH. [think I can relieve the anxiety | 
of the Senator from Virginia, and perhaps of the | 
Senator from Georgia. This appropriation is 
simply designed to repair existing works. 


veyed times without number. It isnot proposed 
to set on foot any new enterprise. The amount | 
is recommended by *‘ Charles A. Fuller, United 
1c Ohio river im- | 


ville, Kentucky,’’ addressed to ‘* Lieutenant Col- 
g, superintendent of western river 
baipeuibtecate” ope by him certified with his | 
approval, ‘* for continuing the improvement of the 
Ohio river, including Cumberland dam, $90,000. | 
That is the amount in the bill, and the Senator | 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 
berland dam? 

Mr. PUGH. It does notstate. 

Mr. BUTLER. Is it to take down the Cum- 


How much for the Cum- 





Mr. PUGH. No; it is to mend it, to carry it 
Here is one of the 
1 do not propose to read them all, but I 


| think from two or three specimens the Senator’ 
| will be satisfied. Commencing at Pittsburg: 


** Deer Island dam.—Extending across the left-hand chute 


| of Deer Island ; is in good condition, but will require about 
| three thousand tons of stone to complete it.’? 


| 


‘ 


‘fined to some plans. 


That is one thing to be done. 


“ Dam from foot of Neville’s Isiand to Tow-head.—A 
breach has been made in this dam evidently for the passage 
of skiffs and other small boats; about four hundred tons of 
stone will fill the gap and repair the dam.” 

If the Senator wants to hear the rest of them, 
they are all here. That is what is proposed to 
i 7 with this money. It is all set down in 

etail. 

Mr. HUNTER. The bill ought to specify for 
what the expenditure is to be made. tis indefi- 
nite. Whoever has charge of it may expend it 
in any object which he thinks will improve the 
navigation of that river. He ought to be con- 
The gentleman might as 
well read a chapter in Genesis, for it will have 
just as much control, if we pass this bill, over the 
Secretary, as those estimates which he is read- 
ing. 


Mi. PUGH. Let us see. This work has been 


cs a tee 8 f 
no —— that presents more difficulties in the | 


One engineer of great || 


Other || At 
| some good citizen’s employment? 
|| occasionally a steamboat piloted through the 
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in charge of these gentlemen heretofore. 
have been at work on it from year to year 
do not know how long; and they say to Coner, = 
that such and such things ought to be done. The 
even descend to tell us how many tons of sto, 
should -be put into each breach; and that is ie 
particular enough for the Senator! 
Mr. HUNTER. Is not a part of it to take 
away the work that they have already done? P 
r. PUGH. There is nothing to take a, 
any works. 
r. HUNTER. We have had appropriations 
for that purpose here. 
Mr. BUTLER. What is to be done with the 
Cumberland dam ? F 
Mr. PUGH. Itisto be mended. The 


— 


They 
for 1 


ot 


away 


re isa 


_ breach in it, and this proposition is to mend thp 
| dam. A while ago we had the pretense that pay. 


ticulars were not given. Here is a regular jj 
of particulars, and the Senator may have it jf he 
wishes. They say they can do these things for 
$90,000. ? 
Mr. TOOMBS. Might it not interfere wi,), 


Is there noj 


opening in that dam? 
Mr. PUGH. That is not in my jurisdiction. 
it is below my State. That is between the Sep. 


| ator from Indiana and the Senator from Kep. 
| tucky. 


Mr. BUTLER. [ask my friend from Ohio, 
whether it has been distinctly settled that the 
Cumberland dam is an improvement or not? 

Mr.PUGH. There is a difference in opinion 
[t is a great benefit to the navigation of the Cun. 
berland river. There is no doubt about that: 
but I seriously doubt whether it is any benefit to 
the navigation of the Ohio river. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is ap. 


| other amendment proposed by the committee to 


the second section, in relation to the Louisville 
and Portland canal. The question is on that 
amendment. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I move to strike out all that 
relates to the canal. I am very willing to appro- 
priate money for the improvement of the Ohio 


| river; but, situated as the canal is at this time, | 
As || 


to a new survey, the Ohio river has been sur- | 


am unwilling to mix it up with an appropriation 
for that river. ‘There are some things connected 
with that canal which should be understood and 
explained before there is any further legislation 
on the subject. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first ques 
tion is on the amendment of the Committee on 
Commerce. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Now the Se- 


|| ator from Indiana proposes to strike out the 


whole of the second section of the bill. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I do not know why 
that should be done. The private interests which 
existed in that canal are paid off, or, perhaps, 
there may remain a very small sum, which will 
soon be paid off by the operation of the canal 
itself. When that is done the interest of the com- 
pees is extinguished entirely, and the United 

tates have the entire property in the cana]. What 
is to be done with it? hen the individuals 
cease to have an interest they will cease to keep 
charge of the work. Itis the sole property of the 
United States, and this provision simply declares 
that the possession of it shall be assumed by the 
United States and taken care of, levying such 
tolls as will keep the canal in repair. It seems 
to me that this is absolutely necessary to take 
care of your own property. I think it ought not 
to be stricken out. It is the property of the United 
States. "i 

Mr. TOOMBS. This presents the question! 
the most naked form for the consideration of the 
people of the United States in which it could be 
epg A presented. It is nothing more than 4 

ill to confiscate $2,000,000 of public property 
the use of the navigators of the Ohio river. t's 
exactly that thing and nothingelse. _ It is to con- 
fiscate $2,000,000 of public property for the ben- 
efit of the navigators of the Ohio river who £° 
through this canal. 


Many years ago, 


the Congress of the United 
States, under fraudulent pretenses that they were 

oing to be reimbursed for their expenditure— 
if you will look at the debate you will find it; I 
have read it, and therefore I am saying what | 
do know—under the representation that this 





